
Alpine School Council Agenda  
Wednesday, January 25, 2017 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. in the library 
 
Present: Rita Givlin, April Cousineau, Mandy Clarke, Jen Smerek, Judy Oake, Melissa Coles, 
Nicole Johnson, Donald Mann 
Regrets: Jessica Beaucage, Nancy Williamson, Lea Becker, Dawn Koehler 
 

Fundraising Update 

● Balances are shown below for income from MacMillan’s and the family movie 
night. Thanks to all families who supported these initiatives.  

● School Council’s next fundraiser will be through Stemmler’s Meats selling 
pepperettes and summer sausage; parents will be invited to sell product or 
send donation if they want 100% of their money to go towards playground and 
program enhancements; campaign will run from Thurs., Apr. 6 to Tues April 18; 
Brad Betts will pick up, Melissa Coles is connecting with Stemmler’s; delivery 
day April 27 

● Reminder: school council has determined that 80% of proceeds will go to 
playground enhancements 

● Need letter from school for fundraising request from community members - 
Rita to complete 

Financial Update 

Balance forward                     $5317.14 
MacMillan’s Fundraising         $1972.27  
Movie Night                             $  378.81 
 
Current Balance                      $7668.22 
 
N.B.  A one year licensing fee for movie viewing from Audio Cine Films Inc. has been 
purchased by the school at a cost of $429.40 which allows us to stream a wide variety of 
movies including Disney and Pixar.  

Playground Enhancements 

● Our priorities are the kindergarten fence for music and/or water materials, log 
snake, willows in sand boxes, bigger trees  

● Vote Carried - go ahead with purchase of mini soccer poles, fence, willows for 
shade  

● Before we purchase big trees we will look for grants first 
● Rita will email Rob Seeley from WRDSB facility services to arrange install 

 



 

Upcoming Events 

● Feb. 1 Kindergarten registration begins 
● Feb. 2 Pizza Day 
● Feb. 2 Dance Club 
● Feb. 7 Coffee Connections with Erin Young, focus on Temper Taming 
● Feb. 8-10 Grade 6 Camp 
● Feb. 9 Dance Club 
● Feb. 13-14 Valentine’s Jumbo Cookie Sales; $2 each, cash only; proceeds to support 

off-campus trips 
● Feb. 16 Pizza Day 
● Feb. 16 Dance Club 
● Feb. 17 Family Breakfast 8:15 - 9:00 a.m. in the gym, all are welcome; details to follow 
● Feb. 17 Report Cards go home 
● Feb. 20 Family Day - enjoy your day with family 
● Feb. 22 School Council 
● Feb. 23 Dance Club 
● Mar. 2 Pizza Day 
● Mar. 2 Dance Club 
● Mar. 9 Dance Club - final day 
● Mar. 13-17 March Break 
● April 6 Family Movie Night 
● April 7 PA Day 
● April 6-18 Stemmler’s Meats Fundraising initiative 
● Apr. 26 School Council 
● April 27 - pick up of Stemmler’s Meats products 
● May 22 - Victoria Day 
● May 23-25 grade 6 students writing Junior EQAO Assessment 
● May 29-31 grade 3 students writing Primary EQAO Assessment 

 

Admin Report 

Staff Changes  
 
Congratulations to Kristen Nispel who is now an Occasional Teacher with our board. 
We are sad to lose her as an EA but thrilled that she can come and cover for our 
teachers now.  Welcome to Alanna Schedler who will be replacing Ms Nispel.  
 
We have a new Carizon Community Support worker as Tammy Lyn Cowan has 
accepted another position with Carizon.  We welcome Erin Young who will be hosting 
our next Coffee Connection for parents on February 7 at 9:30 a.m. Anyone interested 
in talking about Temper Taming is welcome.  
 
Ms Eidt is currently off on sick leave; we are not sure when she will return and 
appreciate the concern shown for her by our parent community.  



 

 
Kindergarten Registration 
It is time to welcome our new Alpine Alligators. If you know students born in 2013 (JK) 
or 2012 (SK) not yet registered please ask them to call the school t arrange an 
appointment.  
 
School Improvement Planning 
Our continued focus will be on building conceptual fluency in math using number 
strings, math talks and games. As shared on Twitter, Ms. Givlin has been visiting 
classrooms and is noticing increased student engagement and participation, students 
clearly explaining their thinking using math vocabulary and students being willing to 
challenge each other’s thinking.  There are many ways to get to the correct answer - 
students are affirmed for sharing their thinking and see other ways to solve as well! 
 
DreamBox is being used in all of our primary classes and with some junior students. 
Research shows that students can make gains of up to a year and a half in one 
school year.  Parents are asked to support their children in using DreamBox 
independently at home for 2 twenty minute sessions each week. Parental support is 
needed to achieve our goals of improving student learning and achievement in math.  
 
Our well being focus on improving student behaviour to allow students to feel safer in 
the bathroom appears to be working.  We have had positive reports from our 
custodians who note our students are taking much greater care of the washrooms 
and helping out when others forget. Informal conversations with students indicate they 
are feeling better.  We will survey students shortly to be sure our actions have had the 
positive impact for which we are striving.  
 
Thanks to great family support we are now up to 95% of our students accounts linked 
to parent email.  We are getting positive feedback that parents like getting school 
news in their inboxes.  
 
Our number of Twitter followers has increased to 186 from 106.  We would love to 
have all of our parents following us.  
 

Any Other Business 

● A question was raised about use of Sesame to communicate - can more 
notices be sent?  Sesame is one of the tools used by teachers to communicate 
with parents.  Parents appreciate the pictures and videos.  More knowledge 
about what is happening at school allows for better conversations about school 
at home.  Ms Givlin encourages all staff to join Twitter.  

 
Next Meeting: Feb. 22 at 6:30 p.m. in the library 


