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          Avenue Road Public School

          October Newsletter

                      40 Gail Street, Cambridge, Ontario N1R 4M2
       623-0860

Principal’s Message

We have had a very busy start but also a good one. We had almost 50 new registrations since the beginning of September along with many new grade 7 students from both Elgin and Manchester Public School. Hopefully the transition has been a good one for all. We have also been fortunate enough to welcome many new teachers, a DECE, as well as two new secretaries to join Mrs. Peters. They have all been wonderful additions.

Activities will be up and running shortly. There are a number of clubs that students can join and also the football team for both girls and boys. Please encourage your children to get involved here at Avenue Road.

You may also have noticed that a new portable was installed at the rear of the school. This will be used as a French classroom for both grade 7 and 8 students. Mr. Wheeler will be in that classroom. The goalposts on either side of the portable will be relocated this month to the baseball field alongside our parking lot. This will make 3 soccer fields alongside one another. The baseball fencing will be taken down and if we need to play baseball, we just simply walk to the far end of this same field. 

Another change concerns our nutrition breaks. Being that we have almost 500 students, we thought it would be wise to have half our children out at once while the other half eats. We then flip flop at the mid-point of the break. FDK and grade 7-8 students eat first at both breaks while the grade 1-6 students are out playing. After 20 minutes, the two groups switch.

If you do have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call.
Shawn Thompson

Principal

Important Days: 
September 18- Meet the Teacher and BBQ

September 23- School Council (6:30 pm)
September 23- School Pictures
September 24 – School/ Class Pictures
September 24- Kindergarten Vision    Screening
October 10- Grade 7 and 8 Immunization

September 11- PD day
October 14 - Thanksgiving
October 21– School Council
School Council

School Council plays an important role at Avenue Road School.  This group consists of parents, the vice-principal , school secretary and principal and members of the community. Membership is open to every parent / guardian of a child at Avenue Road. The School Council has the unique opportunity to be involved and assist in the school in a variety of ways.  As well, our School Council communicates with the Waterloo Region District School Board on various issues relating to curriculum.
   The School Council meets approximately seven times during the school year (every third Monday).  Every parent/ guardian of a child at Avenue Rd. School is welcome at any meeting. Meetings are informal and friendly.  You do not have to officially join the School Council to attend meetings or to help out at specific events.  If you have specific concerns or ideas to be discussed at the School Council, simply call the school to have your discussion item added to the agenda. 

Our first meeting will be held on Monday, September 23 at 6:30 p.m. in the school library.  We look forward to meeting you and working together to support student achievement and involvement in Avenue Rd. School.  

BINGO News! 
We regret to inform you that we will no longer be taking part in Bingo Fundraisers. We had a very difficult time finding volunteers last year. Due to this and new guidelines from Ontario License and Gaming it asks for a far more substantial commitment that we do not believe we can fulfill. Thanks to all those over the past number of years who came out and gave up their time. Much appreciated!
REPORT TO THE OFFICE

To ensure your child’s safety, it is important that all adults, including parents, come to the office to report their presence in our school. Please understand that teachers will ask you if you have reported to the office. YOUR CHILD’S SAFETY IS OF THE UTMOST CONCERN TO US. YOUR COOPERATION IN THIS IS GREATLY APPRECIATED.

ATTENDANCE

There is an Attendance Check Program at Avenue Road Public School.  Parents are asked to telephone the school at 519-570-8054 (ext. 3030) before 8:45 a.m., and leave a message to inform us if their child/children are going to be late or absent.  The message should contain the following information: date, time, student’s name, grade, teacher’s name, reason for being late/absent and the estimated period of time that the student will be away.

Avenue Road staff attempts to make sure that we know where all of our students are every day.  The school will attempt to telephone all parents who have not informed the school of their child's absence.
Please help us keep our kids safe and teach them the important life skill of being on time!

Professional Activity Days
Professional activity days are invaluable opportunities for staff to engage in professional dialogue regarding student learning and participate in professional development that addresses various elements of student curriculum.  Six of these sessions have been planned for the 2012-13 school year. The five remaining session dates are as follows:

· Friday, October 11, 2013.
· Friday, December 20, 2013.

· Friday, January 17, 2014.

· Friday, March 7, 2014
· Friday, May 30, 2014.

· Friday, June 27, 2014.

All of these sessions are full day sessions, so students do not attend school on these days for this school year. 

Please mark these dates on your calendar.

Balanced School Day

Period 1: 9:00-9:30 

Period 2: 9:30 – 10:00
Period 3: 10:00 – 10:30
Period 4: 10:30-11:00

First Nutrition Break: 11:00-11:40 am
Period 5: 11:40-12:10
Period 5: 12:10 – 12:40
Period 6: 12:40-1:10
Second Nutrition Break: 1:10-1:50
Period 7: 1:50-2:20
Period 8: 2:20-2:50
Period 9: 2:50-3:20 

Dismissal: 3:20

Lunch

The designated “go home” lunch period is from 1:10 p.m. to 1:50 p.m. for all students.  Supervising teachers will dismiss the students from their classrooms after the eating portion of their break.  Parents need to indicate at the beginning of the year whether or not their child is staying at school or going home for lunch.

Thank you for sending your children’s lunches in reusable containers. Please ensure that your child has a lunch before they come to school and that you have packed enough for both nutrition breaks. If, in an emergency, you must drop off a lunch for your child, please bring it to the office and we will make sure it is delivered to the classroom. 

Consequences exist for students who do not follow the lunchroom expectations.   Students are expected to eat in their appointed seats and to clean up after themselves.  All waste should be deposited in large wastebaskets provided by the custodial staff.  Bottles and cans should be placed in the recycling bins. Compostable material should also be placed in the compost bins located in the classroom. 

During both nutrition breaks, our older students have the opportunity to engage in a leadership experience by acting as lunchroom monitors in our primary classrooms. Their task is to assist our students in adhering to our expectations and to inform the supervising teacher of any problems that may arise. Their role is not supervisory in nature but rather to assist our younger students during the nutrition breaks.

Remember Me Lunches
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School lunches are available from Remember Me Catering. They happen every second Wednesday. Orders can be done either by paying by cheque along with the order form or on-line (www.remembermeinc.com). All food that is sold in the school meets the nutrition guidelines we are to follow. 
Accessing the Virtual Library from Home

We have a wonderful resource that could be very helpful and it is free to use through our Board of Education. Each family can access through their home computer our virtual library (http://library.wrdsb.ca) and then select Virtual Library. Once you get there you will need a User ID and Password which are listed below:

User ID: wrdsbvlib

Password: inquire

Meet the Teacher and BBQ

[image: image2.wmf]
We will be having our annual Meet the Teacher and BBQ on our front lawn on September 18th. Hopefully you can all make it out. No need to order ahead of time. Hamburgers and hotdog (Halal) along with chips and a bottle of water will be on sale for $5.00. The BBQ goes from 5:30-7:00 and Meet the Teacher will take place from 6:30-7:30pm. See you then!
