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Dear Grade 9 Students and Parents, 
 
We hope that you are enjoying your summer holiday and embracing all the season has to offer.  We are very 
much looking forward to welcoming you to GCI in September, and hope that you are also excited about starting 
high school. 
 
To help you prepare for high school, we have included your 2015-16 timetable with this newsletter.  This will 
allow you to know which courses you have in each semester.  When reading your timetable, please note that 
the first two columns are first semester courses (these two columns will be identical), and the third and fourth 
columns are second semester courses (these two columns will also be identical). 
 
 
Ice Cream Day 
On Wednesday, September 2

nd
, we would like to invite all incoming Grade 9 students, and any other students 

who are new to GCI, to our “ice cream morning” from 10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.  Please join us in Tassie Hall 
at 10:30 a.m. for a presentation from SHAC (student council), followed by orientation activities, followed by ice 
cream.  Physical education uniforms, which are required for all students taking phys. ed., will be on sale that 
day.  T-shirts are $10 and shorts are $15.   
 
 
Transportation 
Transportation details will be available beginning on August 24

th
, 2015 for those students who qualify for 

transportation.  To view transportations details, go to www.stswr.ca, click on “Student Login”, enter your child’s 
Ontario Education Number, which can be found on your child’s report card (numbers only; no space or dash).  
Enter your child’s birth date (dd/mm/yyyy), and street number, and select GCI from the drop down menu. 
 
 
September Home Packages 
This year, our September home packages will be available online only.  The September Home Package 
contains board-wide information such as:  a welcome letter from the Director; 2015-16 school year information; 
student accident insurance letter; character development information; code of digital conduct; safe, caring and 
inclusive schools information; parent engagement;  school councils; among other documents.  In early August a 
“School Year Information” link will appear on the GCI website (gci.wrdsb.ca).  By following that link, parents and 
students will be able to view all of the September Home Package documents.  Only those documents requiring 
a parent signature – the Data Verification Form & Standard Release Form - will be available in paper format.  
 
 
Data Verification & Standard Release Forms  
Parents are asked to come to the school to pick up the Data Verification Form and Standard Release Form.  If 
you are accompanying your child to or from Ice Cream day on September 2

nd
, this task can be easily 

accomplished then.  However, forms will be available for pick-up from August 31
st
  to September 4

th
, between 

the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m..  Both forms need to be reviewed and signed by a parent, and should be 
returned on the first day of school.   
 
 
Opening Day:  September 8

th
, 2014 

Each year, we run a modified timetable on the first day of school.  This year, to support Grade 9 students on 
their first day of high school, we will run a timetable that will have Grade 9 students arrive before our Grade 10, 
11 and 12 students.  This schedule will give Grade 9 students an opportunity to locate their homeroom, attend 
an assembly, get their locker assignment, and meet their homeroom teacher before any returning students start 
classes.  The schedule for opening day is: 
 
 

http://www.stswr.ca/


9:00 – 10:00 Grade 9 Assembly in Tassie Hall, followed by homeroom 

10:00 – 10:31 A Block (all grades) 

10:38 – 11:08 B Block – Grade 10 & 11 Assembly; Grade 9 and 12 in class 

11:15 – 11:45 B Block – Grade 12 Assembly, Grade 9, 10, and 11 in class 

11:52 – 12:22 C Block (all grades) 

12:22 – 1:22 Lunch 

1:22 – 1:50 D Block (all grades) 

1:57 – 2:25 E Block (all grades) 

 
On the first day of school, students locate their homerooms by checking their timetable or the alphabetical lists 
posted outside Tassie Hall, the Library, and the cafeteria.  Busses will run at their regular times beginning 
September 8

th
.  There will be limited cafeteria service on opening day; full cafeteria service will begin on 

September 9
th
. 

 
Photo Day 
Wednesday, September 9

th
 is photo day for all students. 

 
Blitz Days 
Blitz days will take place from Tuesday, September 15

th
 to Thursday, September 17

th
.  During Blitz days, 

students will have an opportunity to buy a student card, yearbook, and athletic banquet ticket.  Students must 
have a student card to participate in any co-curricular activity, including school dances, athletic teams, clubs, 
among others.  More information about blitz days will be available in September. 
 
Bell Times 
Our daily timetable is: 

Time Period 

8:00 a.m. Warning Bell 

8:05 – 9:05 A 

9:12 – 10:12 B 

10:19 – 11:19 C 

11:19 – 12:18 Lunch 

12:18 – 1:18 D 

1:25 – 2:25 E 

 
MSIP 
All GCI students have an MSIP period (Multi-Subject Instructional Period) built into their timetable. Students 
may use MSIP to engage in many academic tasks, including:  completing homework, working in pairs or small 
groups, meeting teachers for extra help or student-teacher conferences, accessing computer resources, 
working on course projects or assigned readings, using the library, and other possibilities. MSIP allows 
students to exercise choice and make decisions.  Teachers have found that students who consistently use 
MSIP well enjoy a higher level of academic success.  This is the tenth year MSIP has been part of the GCI 
timetable. The staff at GCI is very proud of MSIP and the flexibility and opportunity it affords our students. 
 
GCI Fun Facts 
- GCI is one of the oldest continually operating high schools in the province of Ontario. 
- Tassie Hall is named for the school’s first principal.  Dr. William Tassie was principal until 1881. 
- The GCI mascot is a ghost. 
- GCI celebrated its 150

th
 anniversary in 2002. 

- A former custodian, David MacGeorge, worked and lived at GCI for 40 years, and was a published poet. 
- Every year, one or two alumni are inducted into GCI’s “Stairway of Excellence”. 
 
You are about to join a school that has a long and rich history, and you will take your place within that arc of 
history.  Welcome to GCI! 
 

 

 

 


