
GEORGE FRASER KERR, VC George Fraser Kerr was born on June 8, 1894,
and after graduating from GCI in 1912, moved to
Toronto where he finished the requirements for
matriculation. When WWI began he enlisted in the
Third Toronto regiment as a private. George was
shipped out to Europe and spent the first two years
of the war in relative quiet.

On June 13, 1916, Private Kerr was awarded
the Military Medal for his actions on Mount Sorrel.

“After his platoon officer was wounded and
his sergeant killed, he led the platoon with skill and
bravery to the final objective, establishing a
bombing post and held it through the day”

In the battle of Lens, in 1917, Sergeant Kerr
received shrapnel wounds in both legs and a wound
on his right wrist. This injury left him with a
permanently weakened right hand. Sergeant Kerr
was promoted to Lieutenant and participated in the
Battle of Amiens. It was here that he was awarded
the Military Cross on August 8, 1918. The citation
reads:

“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to
duty. When leading his platoon to the jump off line,
he found a gap, which he filled, putting an enemy
machine gun nest out of action, killing about thirty
and capturing a battery of 77mm guns. At the
jumping off line he found one company had not
arrived so he led his platoon into its place with the
advancing waves. He was then wounded, but
continued to thefinal objective, clearing out another
machine gun nest qf two guns.”

Kerr earned a bar to his Military Cross in an
attack between Arniens and Vimy Ridge. Kerr asked
for and received permission to leave the hospital to
rejoin his company for the attack.

“For conspicuous gallantiy, initiative and skill
during the Drocourt — Queant attack on the 2” and
3” of September 1918, when he led his company
forward with great dash. Later he led two platoons
to the assistance of one of the attacking companies
which was held up by heavy machine gun fire,
surprising the gun crews and personally accounting
for several of the enemy.

Lieutenant Kerr distinguished himself again
near Mons where he earned the ultimate medal for
bravery, the Victoria Cross. The citation reads:

“For most conspicuous braveiy and leadership.
During the Bourlon Wood operations on September
27th 1918, when in command of the left support
company in attack, he handled his company with
great skill and gave timely support by outfianking a
machine gun nest which was impeding the advance.
Later the advance was again held up by a strong
point. Lieutenant Kerr, far in advance of his
company, rushed this point single-handed and
captured four machine guns and thirty-one
prisoners.

After the war George Fraser Kerr returned to
Toronto where he died in an automobile accident in
1929.
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