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Meeting minutes 

School Council – Tuesday November 4, 2014 
 

In attendance:  Geoff, Phillip, Erica B, Ashley, Erica W, Sandra, Cindy, Kelly, Rebecca, Dave, Tara, Alicia 

 

 

 

1. Greening Update: Sean 

- Southridge is an ECO school: milestones reached in Energy Consumption, Trash Reduction, 

Education and Greening. Efforts have been recognized by the Toyota Evergreen Learning 

Grounds Program  

 

• http://youtu.be/Qms82LkrCrA?list=PLZilamwg7XiiInKfztsLOi7dcHkTT8MDR 

• http://srg.wrdsb.ca/2013/10/02/new-trees-arriving/ 

• http://www.evergreen.ca/get-involved/funding-opportunities/school-ground-grants/ 

 

- general costs for continued greening: 

 Native-species tree: = $350 

 Rock = $100 

 -- to date, Southridge has added over 30 trees and 30 rocks to the school grounds 

 

- There has been a landscaping plan put in place for the courtyard ($4500), and $2500 remains 

with the Region of Waterloo for that 

- For consideration: 

 - Elements added for outdoor playground (ie: stumps, logs, rocks) 

 - Elements added for outdoor classroom 

 - “mini-forest” 

 - Where do the kids go in the school yard?  Where do we WANT them to go? 

 - Refresh the Green Team (Mme. Yardley has been active with this) 

- Ash trees at the creative playground will likely be razed by the city to help quell the 

spread of Emerald Ash Borer infestation 

 

- If we wish to add to our greening efforts, update the Greening Map and Sean has offered to 

find us more grant money to assist with costs. 

 TIMELINE—February is the deadline for the grant 

     -- He estimates there is $5000 available for use 

 

2. Fundraising and “Funraising” 

- Council has a starting balance of $5800 

- biggest ongoing fundraising draws are Pizza/Lunch Lady sales 

- biggest one-time fundraising draw was the Big Box of Cards 

- we need to allocate devoted Nutrition 4 Learning (N4L) dollars—goal = $500 
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Following enthusiastic brainstorming and discussion, we realized that we wish to proceed with 

dedicated fundraising activities for specific school activities outlined below, and we do wish to 

proceed with a few events geared specifically to build community/school spirit. 

 

The following have been agreed upon for this year: 

 

FUNDRAISERS FUN RAISERS to build spirit and morale 

Pizza days with popcorn sales (to replace 

frozen yogurt) – ONGOING 

Candygrams - DECEMBER 

Poinsettia or Amaryllis sales - DECEMBER Dance-a-thon - FEBRUARY 

Chocolate Bar sales – EARLY MARCH Movie Night/Swap Meet – APRIL (Earth Week) 

New Orleans Pizza Night - TBD Fun Fair (late MAY) 

  

 

Dollars raised will be allocated toward: 

- group speakers for school assemblies 

- updates to the Home Reading program 

- Nutrition 4 Learning 

- end-of-year trip fund 

 

 

3. School Day 

- This is an online portal for school information currently in use within some WRDSB schools 

- A way to decrease the volume of paper mail going home with students which fits with our 

current Green School efforts to reduce waste. Paper information is still available for families 

wishing so. 

- Cost to use: $1.50 per student per year, which may be covered by the Parent Involvement 

Grant 

- Primary use to disseminate information (eg: electronic school newletters, class forms, field trip 

information) 

- Many modules may be added to suit our school needs 

 

- Optional modules:  

- signups for ongoing fundraisers like pizza/lunch lady 

- online permission slip response 

- interview signups  

- collection of funds for fundraisers and field trips 

- use for secure money transfers does come with a fee (4% surcharge if parents use a  

credit card, no charge for cash/cheque) 

 

 

 

We look forward to seeing folks out on Tuesday December 2, 2014, 7 p.m. 


