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AT GRAND RIVER COLLEGIATE WE VALUE RESPECT RESILIENCE RESPONSIBILITY

THE ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA
In order to earn an Ontario Secondary School Diploma a student must;
• earn 30 credits (18 compulsory and 12 optional credits),
• complete 40 hours of community involvement activities,
• meet the provincial secondary school literacy diploma requirement through successful completion ci either the Ontario Secondary School Literacy

Test or the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course.

Credit Requirements
Compulsory Credits:
Students must eam the followIng 18 compulsory credits In order to obtaIn the Ontario Secondary School Diploma:

• 4 credits in English (1 credit per grade) Plus one credit from each of the following groups:

• 3 credits in mathematics (at least 1 credit in Grade 11 cr12) • Group 1: 1 additional credit in English. or French as a second

• 2 credits in science language, era Native language, era classical or an

• 1 credit in Canadian history international language, or social sciences and the

a 1 credit in Canadian geography humanities or Canadian and world studies, or guidance

• 1 credit in the arts
and career education, or cooperative education***

• 1 credit in health and physical education • Group 2: 1 additional credit in health and physical education, or
the ads, or business studies, or French as a second

• 1 credit in French as a second language ** . . **language or cooperative education
• 0.5 credit in career studies

• Group 3: 1 additional credit in science (Grade 11 or 12) or
• 0.5 credit in civics technological education or French as a second

language,* or computer studies,
cooperative education,

A maximum of 3 credits in English as a second language (ESL) or English literacy development (ELD) may be counted towards the 4 compulsory
credits in English, but the fourth must be a credit earned for a Grade 12 compulsory English course.
**ln groups 1,2, and 3, a maximum of 2 credits in French as a second language can count as compulsory credits, one from group 1 and one from
either group 2 or group 3.
•A maximum of 2 credits in cooperative education can count as compulsory credits.
tThe 12 optional credits may include up to 4 credits earned through approved dual credit courses.

Optional Credits:
In addition to the compulsory credits, students must earn 12 optional credits selected from the common course calendar.

Community Involvement Requirements and Procedures
Every student must complete 40 hours of community involvement

Steps to Take
1. Select volunteer activities. For direct assistance contact: 2. In consultation with parents, contact the person or organization

• Kitchener Volunteer Action Centre (742-8610) where you plan to volunteer.

http:flwww.voluntecrkw.cW 3. Ensure that signatures from parents, sponsors, and the total

• Cambridge Volunteer Bureau (623-0423) number of hours are on the Activity Tracking Form. Completed
forms are brought to the guidance office to be recorded.

To determine which high school a student should attend check the school finder website at: www.stswr.ca

The GRCI course calendar can be found at: http:Ilgrcicoursecalendar.weebly.comi

Once a student is attending Grand River Collegiate they will be able to access an electronic version of the provincial diploma requirements through
MyWay.



GRADE NINE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS — Optional — OPEN LEVEL COURSES

THE ARTS

ADAIOI
Dramatic Arts, Grade 9, Open
This course emphasizes the active exploration of dramatic
forms and techniques, using material from a wide range of
authors] genres and cultures. Students will construct,
discuss, perform and analyze drama and then reflect on
their experiences to develop an understanding of
themselves] the art form, and the world around them,

AM 110
Sand (experienced),
instrumental Music, Grade 9, Open
This course emphasizes the performance of music at a
level that strikes a balance between challenge and skill and
is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity and
imagination Students will participate in creative activities
that will teach them to listen with understanding They will
also learn correct musical terminology and its appropriate
use Students will perform as a class and in small groups
and will be encouraged to participate in an extra-curricular
ensemble
Students continue to studs’ on The band instrument begun
in grade 7-8

AM1IOX
Band (beginner)
instrumentai Music, GradeS, Open
Th:s course focuses on musicltand for beg:nners and
ewphas:zes the performance of music at a level that stakes
a balance between challenge and skill and is aimed at
developing technique, sensitiv.ty and imagination Students
will participate in creatve activities that teach them to listen
with understanding. They will also leam correct musical
terminology and its apprcpnate use Students w.1 perform as
a class and in small groups and will be encouraged to
partidpate in an extra-cumcular ensemble
Students are integrated with experienced studer.ts as they
become more proficient on their instrument. Class
eva,uations are differentiated

AMSIOI
Strings (experienced),
instrumental Music Grade 9, Open
Th.s course emphasizes the performance of music at a level
that strikes a balance between challenge and skill and is
a’med at developing technique, sensitiv;ty and imaginaton
Students will participate in creative activities that teach them
to l;sten with understanoing. They %vt i also ieam correct
musical terminology and its appropnate use. Students will
perform as a class and in small groups and will be
encouraged to participate in an extra-cumcularer,semble.
Students continue to study fheir chosen sfring instrument
hvm grade 7-8. This course is also open to students who
have had other prior stnng expenence.

ALCIOB
integrated Arts, Grade 9, Fast Forward
This Fast Forward course combines an explorat:cn of
oramat,c forms and techniques with music st4es and
instruments Students will learn the basics of playing world
drums, keyboard and guitar, which will prepare them to
enrol in keyboard or guitar classes In Grade 10 Through
listening and the study of various artists and composers,
students will gain an understanding of how music
expresses meaning and emotions.

AVilot
Visual Arts, Grade 9, Open
This course offers an overview of visual arts as a
foundation for further study Students will become
familiar with the elements and principles of design and
the expressive qualities of various materials through
working with a range of materials, processes, techniques
and style. They will learn and use methods of analysis
and criticism, and will study the characteristics of
particular historical art periods] a selection of Canadian
art and art of other cultures.

BUSINESS STUDIES

BBiIDI
introduction to Business, GradeS, Open,
This course introduces students to the world of
business Students will develop an understanding of the
functions of business, Including accounting marketing,
Information technology, human resources, and
production, and of the importance of ethics and social
responsibility This course builds a foundation for further
studies In business and helps students develop the
business knowledge and skills they will need in their
everyday lives.

Sf108
Information & Communication Technoiogy In
Business, grades, Fast Forward
This course introduces students to niormation and
communicat:on technology in a business environment
and builds a foundation of digital tteracy skils necessary
for success in a technolog’cally driven society. Students
will deveop word processing, spreadsheet, database,
desktop publish:ng, presentation software, and website
design skills Throughout the course there s an
emphasis on digital literacy, effective electron.c research
and communication skills and current issues re’ated to
the :mpact of rnfcrmaton and communication
technology

PPLIOX
Heaithy Active Living Education (Femaies)
Grade 9, Open
This course emphasizes students’ daily partidpatcn in a
variety of enjoyable physical activites that promote fife
long hea!thy active livir.g. Students will leam movement
techniques and pnndples, ways to improve porscnal
fitness, physical competence and safetyi:nury
prevention strategies They will investgate ;ssues
related to healthy sexua ity and the use and abuse of
alcohol tobacco, and other drugs and will paftdpate in
activities designed to develop goal seWng.
communIcation and soc:al skills.

A Heath and Physical educat on course has been
selected for Fast Forward students (PPLIOG)

PPLIOY
Heaithy Active Living Education (Mates)
Grade 9, Open
This course emphasizes students’ daily participation In a
variety of enjoyable physical activities that promote life
long healthy active living. Students will learn movement
techniques and pnnciples, ways to improve personal
fitness and physical competence and safety/injury-
prevention strategies. They will investigate issues
related to healthy sexuality and the use and abuse of
alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs and will participate in
activities designed to develop goal selling,
communication and social skills,

HFNtOi
Food and Nutrition, Grade 9, Open
This course explores the factors that affect attitudes and
decisions about food, examines current issues of body
image and food marketing, and is grounded in the
scientific study of nutrition Students will leam how to
make informed food choices and how to prepare foods,
and will investigate our Canadian food heritage and food
industries, as well as global food issues, The course
also introduces students to research skills related to
food and nutrition. There is an emphasis on practical,
hands-on cooking skills in this course,
Students who have the HFN1OI credit may not take the
HFN2OI course for credit.

$10 Course Enhancement fee applies

SPEaAL EbUCATION

GLEIOi
Learning Strategies 1: Skills for Success
In Secondary School Grade 9, Open
Ths course focuses on leaming strategies to he.p
students become better, more incependent leamers
Students will leam how to develop and apply literacy and
numeracy sio:ls personal management sk;lls, and
nterpersonai and teamwork skills to ;mprove the,r
leaming and ach’evement in school the workpiace and
the community The course helps students bui’d
confidence and motivation to pursue opportunities for
success in secondary school ano beyond This is a 1.0
credit course in grade 9 for students with an IEP
Candidates must be recommended by student’s current
teacher

A Leam:ng Strategies course has been selected for
Fast Forward students (GLSIOB).

TECHNOLOGICAL EDUCATION

TiJlOi
Exploring Technologies, GradeS, Open
This course enabes students to explore and deve’op
technological knowledge and skills with an emphasis on
Manufadunng Technology, Transportation Technology.
and Constwcl;on Technology programs Students will be
given the opportun;ty to rotate through the three d iferent
learning environments design and create products
and/or prov:de services related to the varicus
tect.nolog:cal areas or industries, working with a vanety
of tools, equipment and processes commonly used ;n
industry Students will develop an awareness of
env:ronmentai and socetal issues, and will begin to
explore secondary and posisecondary educat:on ar.d
training pathways ieacing to careers in ledlnolcgy
relatec fields

TEJIOI
Exploring Computer Technoiogles, GradeS, Open
This course enables students to explore and develop
technological knowledge and skills with an emphasis on
Computer Engineering, Technical Design and

Communication Technologies programs. Students will

be given the opportunity to rotate through three different
leaming environments including but not limited to

aspects of electronics, coding, robotics, audio, video,

print, graphic communication, design, modelling,

prototyping and fabrication Students will develop an
awareness of environmental and societal issues, and will

A Health and Physical education course has been
selected for Fast Forward students. (PPLIOB)

begin to explore secondary and posisecondary
education and training pathways leading to careers in

SOCIAL SCIENCES AND
HUMANITIES

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

technology related fields.



GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION
Definition of a Credit
A credit is recognition of the successful completion of a course for which a minimum of 110 hours is scheduled. A credit is granted to a student by
the principal of a secondary school on behalf of the Minister of Education.

Definitions of Types of Courses
Four types of courses are offered in grade 9 and 10:

• Academic courses emphasize theory and abstract problems.
• Applied courses focus on practical applications and concrete examples.
• Open courses are designed to prepare students for further study in certain subjects and to enrich their education generally.
• Locally Developed (Essential) courses are designed for students entering the World of Work after High School.

Course Coding System
The course code consists of a course title and a six-character code: The first five characters are
Training. The sixth character is determined by the Waterloo Region District School Board.

Code Characters Explanation Example — ENS 1 b X
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Subject discipline of the course in letters ENG English

4th Grade level as a numberS (see below) “V grade 9 or first year
‘1” grade9 “3”gradell
2 grade 10 4 grade 12

5th Type of course as a letter (see below) D Academic course
D Academic
P Applied

•L Compulsory Locally Developed
6th Board designated character that indicates credit value or may be 1 1 credit

used to differentiate between courses with similar codes

Additional Costs
In some courses there will be course enhancements such as student workbooks, materials and certain off-campus activities. Where the school has
been able to determine these costs they are indicated in the course description section. There may be a charge made for field trips in any course to
cover the cost of transportation and/or admission.

GENERAL GRADE NINE PROGRAM INFORMATION
Students In grade nine will take a program of eight courses: five compulsory and three elective.

Compulsory Courses

Canadian and World Studies (Geography)
Choose academic, applied, or extended
CGCIDF - Extended French
CGCIDI - Academic
CGC1PI -Applied

English
Choose academic, applied
ENGIDI -Academic
ENGIPI -Applied

French
Choose academic, applied or extended
FEFIDF - Extended French
FSF1DI - Academic
FSFIPI -Applied

Mathematics
Choose academic, applied
MPM1DI - Academic
MFMI P1 - Applied

Science
Choose academic, applied
SNC1PI -Applied
SNCIDI - Academic

Elective Courses

- Dramatic Arts
- Instrumental Music - Band (experienced)
- Instrumental Music - Band (beginner)
- Instrumental Music - Strings (experienced)
- Visual Arts
- Introduction to Business
- Leaming Strategies 1 (student must have an IEP)
- Food and Nutntion

PPLIOY - Healthy Active Living (males) *

FPL1QX - Healthy Active Living (females) *

TIJIQI - Exploring Technologies
TEJIOI - Exploring Computer Technology

* highly recommended

The Fast Forward Program includes four assigned electives: Physical
Education, Business, Integrated Ails, and Learning Strategies.
Please note this is a board magnet program that has an application process.
ENGILI - English
MATILI - Mathematics
SNC1 LI - Science
CGCIPB -Geography
ALCIOB - Integrated Arts
BUIOB - Information and Communication Technology in Business
PPLIOB - Healthy Active Living (males)
PPLIOG - Healthy Active Living (females)
GLSIOB - Learning Strategies

Please Note:
It is extremely important to select the correct course type (level) of study now because it is very difficult and in most cases impossible to change
course types (levels) after the start of the school year. For example; do not select an academic course to see if you can do it with the expectation
that if it doesn’t work you will be able to change to an applied course later in the semester.

designated by the Ministry of Education and

ADA1OI
AMIIOI
AMI1OX
AMS1OI
AVIIOI
551101
GLEIOI
HFNIOI



GRADE NINE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS — Required Courses

CANADIAN AND WORLD
STUDIES

CGCI Di
Canadian Geography Grade 9, Academic
This course examines Interrelationships within and
between Canada’s natural and human systems and how
these systems interconnect with thcse in other parts of
the world Students wit explore environmental,
ecor.cmic, and social geograph:c issues relating to topics
such as transportation options energy choices and
urtan development Students wi:l apply the concepts of
gecgraph:c thinking and the geographic inquiry process,
includ:rg spatial technclcgies, to investigate various
gecgraph:c issues and to deve’cp poss:bie approaches
for making Canada a more sustainable place to live

CGCIDF
Canadian Geography, Grade!, Academic
See descnpt.cn above
This course Is offered wIth French as the language of
instruction.

CGCIPI
Canadian Geography, Grade 9, ApplIed
This course focuses on current geographic issues that
affect Canadians. Students will draw on their personal
and everyday experiences as they explore a range of
issues, including food and water supplies, competing
land uses, and interactions with the natural environment.
developing their awareness that issues that affect their
lives are interconnected with issues in other parts of the
world Students will apply the concepts of geographic
thinking and the geographic inquiry process, Including
spatial technologies, to investigate choices related to
sustainable living in Canada.

CGCIPB
Geography of Canada, GradeS, Applied
Locally Developed Course
This course emphasizes development of geographic
inquiry skills along with attitudes toward people, places,
and issues occurring in Canada and around the word.
Students will learn about the Canadian landscape, the
rich cultural profile of the country, resources, wildlife, and
natural disasters Literacy and an examination of Issues
occurring around the world are discussed This Course
Is for students enrolled In the Fast Forward Program

ENGLISH

ENG 101
English, Grade 9, AcademIc
This course emphas-zes analytical reading, wnting, oral
communication, and thinking sk is that students need for
success in secondary school and their daily lives.
Stuoer-ts wilt study and interpret texts induding a novel,
a play, short stcries and essays from contempcrary and
h;stohcai periods and will investigate and create media
works Th:s course is des:gned to prepare students for
the university pathway

ENG1LI
Essential English, Grade 9,
Locally Developed Course
This course prov’des foundational literacy and
communcat:on sk:lls to prepare students for success ;n
their daly :ives :n We workplace and in the Grade ID
Essential Engish course The course is organized by
stands that develop tistening and talking skts, read;ng
and viewing skills, as well as writing skills. In alt strands,
the focus is on developing foundational literacy skills and
in using language clearly and accurately in a vanety of
authentic contexts. Students will develop strategies and
put into practice the processes involved in talking,
listening, reading, viewing, wTiting, and thinking, This
course Is for
students enrolled in the Fast Forward Program.

ENGIPI
Engtlsh, Grade 9, ApplIed
This course emphasizes key reading, writing, oral
communication, and thinking skills that students need for
success in secondary school and their daily lives,
Students will study plays, short stories, newspaper and
magazine articles, and will describe and create media
works This course is designed to prepare students to
enter the college pathway

FRENCH AS A SECOND
LANGUAGE

FEFIDI
Extended French, Grades, Academic
This course provides opportunities for students to speak
and interact in French :n a variety of real-ife and
personaly relevant contexts. Students wil continue to
use language-learning strategies introduced n the
elementary Immersion French program for lfe-iong
language ieam;ng They w.ll develop their creative and
chticai thinking skils, through ;ndepenoently responding
to and interacting with a vanety of oral and written texts,
and will continue to enhance the:r understanding and
apprecation of diverse French-speaking commun,tes

FSF 101
Core French, Grade 9, AcademIc
This course provides opportunities for students to
communicate and interact In French with increasing
independence, with a focus on familiar topics related to
their daily lives. Students will continue to develop
language skills introduced n the elementary Core French
program for life-long language leaming In addition, they
will enhance their understanding and appreciation of
diverse French-speaking communities.

FSFIPI
Core French, Grade 9, Applied
This course provides opportunities for students to
communicate and interact in French in structured
situations on everyday topics. Students will continue to
develop language skills introduced in the elementary
Core French program for life-long language learning,
Students will use creative and critical thinking skills to
apply their knowledge through practical applications and
concrete examples. In addition, they will enhance their
understanding and appreciation of diverse French-
speaking communities.

MATHEMAflCS

MPM1DI
Principles of Mathematics, Grade 9, AcademIc
Th:s course enables students to develop general:zaticns
of mathematical ideas through exp:oration of
applicat:ons. the effective use of techr,o’ogy and abstract
reasoning. Students wI investigate relationsh:ps to
develop equations of straight i:nes in analyt;c geometry.
explore reiationshps between volume and sLrface area
of objects in measurement and apply extended algebraic
skills in prcblem solving. Students will ergage in abstract
extensions of core teaming that will deepen their
mathematical knowledge and ennch their understandirg

MFMIPI
Foundations of Mathematics,
Grades, Applied
This course enables students to develop m.athemat:cal
ideas ano abstract reasor.ing through explorations of
applications, the effective use of technology and
extended expenences with hands on activities. Students
will investigate relation-ships of straight lines In analytic
geometry, solve problems involving the measurement of
3-dimensional objects and 2-dimensional figures, and
apply key numeric and algebraic skills in problem
solving. Students will also have opportunities to
consolidate core skills and deepen their understanding of
key mathematical concepts.

MATILI
Essential Mathemattcs, Grade 9,
Locally Developed Course
This course emphasizes further development of
mathematical knowledge and skills to prepare students
for success in their everyday lives, in the workplace. In
the Grade 10 LDCC course, and in the Mathematics
Grade 11 and Grade 12 Work-place Preparation
courses. The course is organ:zed by three strands
related to money sense measurement, and proportional
reasoning. in all strands, the focus is on cevelop-r.g and
consci.dat:ng key tounoational mathematical concepts
and skiis by soiv.ng authentic everyday problems.
Students have opportunities to further develop their
mathematical literacy and problem-solving skills and to
cont;nue developing their sk;lis in read;ng. wr;tng and
oral language thrcugh relevant and practical math
activities Thts course is for students enrolled in the
Fast Forward Program-

SaENCE

SNCI Dl
Science, Grade!, Academic
This course enables students to develop the:r
understanding of basic concepts in biology, chemistry,
earth and space science, and physics, and to relate
science to technology, society, and the environment.
Throughout the course, students will develop their skills
in the processes of scientific investigation Students will
acquire an understanding of scientific theories and
conduct investigations related to sustainable
ecosystems, atomic and molecular structures and the
properties of elements and compounds, the study of the
universe and its properties and components; and the

‘principles of electricity

SNCIPI
Science, GradeS, Applied
This course enables students to develop their
understanding of basic concepts in biology, chemistry,
earth and space science, and physics, and to apply their
knowledge of science to everyday situations They are
also given opportunities to develop practical skills related
to scientific Investigation Students will plan and conduct
investigations into practical problems and issues related
to the impact of human activity on ecosystems; the
structure and properties of elements and compounds,
space exploration and the components of the universe;
and static and current electricity.

SNC ILl
Esserittat ScIence
Grade 9, Locally Developed Course
This course emphasizes reinforcing and strengthen:ng
scence-reiated knowledge and skills, includ;ng sc’ent;tc
inquiry, csitcal thinking and the relationship berween
scence. society, and the environment, to prepare
students for success in everyday i;fe, in the workplace
anc n the Science Graoe II Workplace Preparation
course Topics nclude science in da:ly l;fe, propert;es of
common materials, life sustaining processes in simple
and complex organisms, and electrical circuits Students
have the opportunity to extend mathematical and
scent,fic process skills and to contnue develop;rg the.r
sk;Ns in reading. wnting, and oral language through
relevant and pracilcal science activities. This course is
for students enrolled In the Fast Forward Program.


