Waterloo-Oxford DSS Department of English
Grade 9 English: Academic or Applied Level?
Some items to consider in making your decision…

1. Student average in grade 8. A student average of above 65% indicates a student who should consider Academic Level English. A student average of below 60% indicates a student who should consider Applied Level English.
2. Reading ability and attitude: A student who readily reads on his or her own and whose vocabulary and comprehension skills allow for a clear understanding of a variety of texts read should consider Academic Level English. A student who does not readily read on his or her own, and whose vocabulary and comprehension skills are limited to less complex texts should consider Applied Level English.

3. How are the courses different?  

	Unit of Study
	Applied Level 
	Academic Level 

	Informational/Media Texts
	Students read media texts and learn and identify the major concepts 
	Students will be introduced to a variety of media and informational texts. Emphasis is on understanding the difference between fact and fiction, the language of print, media, and presentation and listening skills

	Narrative/Poetry
	Students read a variety of fiction and nonfiction narratives.  Emphasis is on learning and identifying the major elements of narratives (plot, point of view, character, theme, mood etc.) in the stories and writing paragraphs; Students read a variety of narrative and lyric poetry.  Emphasis is on reading comprehension, poetry writing, personal response and paragraph writing
	Students read and respond to a variety of poetic and narrative texts. A strong emphasis is on reading comprehension and understanding narrative and poetic terminology

	Drama
	Students read The Diary of Anne Frank.  Emphasis is on oral reading skills and the conventions of script writing and news article writing and paragraph writing.  
	Students are introduced to the form of drama through a study of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. Emphasis is on learning dramatic terminology, language devices, and text analysis

	Culminating Novel Study
	Students complete four assignments on a selected novel; each demonstrates the learning achieved in a specific unit of study.
	Students will read the novel To Kill A Mockingbird and complete a series of assignments related to the novel


4. What are a student’s future options based on course level selection?
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Students whose future plans may include university must be in the academic level for English, as most university programs require Grade 12 University Level English for admittance. A student can select Grade 11 University Level English only upon completion of Academic Grade 10 English.

4. Can a student change levels? Students may be able to change levels of English, during the school year in Grade 9 or 10, based on a number of factors. Students may also change levels from one year to the next, based on teacher recommendation and in consultation with parents and guidance counselor.

5. What course options are available in the English Department in future years?

Grade 12:
EWC4CI/4UI – The Writer’s Craft

A course offered at both the College and University levels which emphasizes knowledge and skills related to the craft of writing in a variety of genres and styles.

If you have further questions about courses or need more information, please contact the Department Head, Mr. Joe Cvetich, via e-mail at joseph_cvetich@wrdsb.on.ca
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