
POST SECONDARY 
PLANNING
FALL 2023



INVEST TIME IN RESEARCH

While your child is in high school here are some 
suggestions to assist them with their post-secondary 
pathway planning

• Online research: e.g. My BluePrint, 
ontariouniversitiesinfo. ca, ontariocolleges.ca

• Job shadow and informal interviews 
• Gain experience through co-op, internships, summer or 

contract employment, volunteering, work study programs
• Campus Tours (=available every day)
• In-person or virtual visits with university & college reps.

• Book an appointment with their guidance counsellor to 
discuss 

https://app.myblueprint.ca/?sdid=wrdsb
http://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en


POST SECONDARY VISITS @ CHCI



 Ontario University Fair - Sat & Sun. Oct. 21st-22nd  
 (10am-5pm) @ Metro Toronto Convention Centre 

• Regional Fair at UW- Nov. 8th (10am-1pm & 5-9pm)
• Virtual sessions - Nov. 22nd  (5-7 pm)

  Ontario College Fair :
• The Ontario College Fair is running Oct 19th (5:00-9 pm) & 

Oct. 20th (9:00 am -2 pm) at the Enercare Centre in 
Toronto

• College Info Program- Oct. 30-31st- all colleges are visiting 
Conestoga College (5:30-7:30 pm & 10:30- 1:00 pm)

https://www.ontariouniversitiesevents.ca/
https://www.ontariouniversitiesevents.ca/regional/#southwestern
https://www.ontariouniversitiesfair.ca/virtual/#schedules
https://ontariocollegefair.ca/
https://ontariocolleges.ca/en/news/cip/cip-schedule


APPRENTICESHIP AND WORKPLACE

Skilled trades careers are labour jobs which require specific training and 
apprenticeships to become certified. Much of the work is manual labour and can be 

physically demanding. 
REQUIREMENTS
OSSD Diploma
*Often English and Math required

QUALITIES
Hardworking and determined
Passionate about the trade
Prefer to get career started sooner
Interested in gaining experience in your field
Hands-on and physically challenging work

*The Skilled Trades Ontario offers information on each trade

PROGRAMS
Brick and Stone Mason

Carpenter
Electrician

Hazardous Materials Worker
Ironworker

Plumber
Roofer

Blacksmith
Gas Technician

Mechanic
Mould Maker

Chef
Hair stylist

Horticultural Technician
And many many more.

https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/


ONTARIO UNIVERSITIES INFO

www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca

https://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/
https://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/


ONTARIOCOLLEGES.CA

www.ontariocolleges.ca

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca


PART A:   KEY DATES

 
Online Application Deadlines:

• Ontario universities: January 15, 2024

• Ontario colleges: February 1, 2024

***Apply early to avoid technical or
administrative issues***

https://www.ouac.on.ca/deadlines/
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/apply/important-dates


PART B: KEY DATES

    University Timelines             College Timelines

• January 15th, 2024 - Equal 
Consideration Date

• May 29, 2024 - the latest date by 
which all secondary school 
applicants can expect a response 
from an Ontario university.

• June 3, 2024 - The earliest date 
an Ontario high school student 
may be required to respond to an 
Ontario university offer of 
admission and give a financial 
commitment (e.g., registration 
deposit, residence deposit, etc.).

• Early October 2023 – Online 
Application Opens

• November 1, 2023 – Earliest 
Offer Date

• February 1, 2024 – Equal  
Consideration Date

• May 1, 2024 – Deadline to 
Confirm Offers of Admission – 
colleges may extend offers of 
admission after this date

• June 2024 – Tuition Deposit 
Due 



PART C: APPLICATIONS– HOW TO 
APPLY

•For university - Apply using the online 
• Undergraduate Application

https://www.ouac.on.ca/


PART C: APPLICATION FEES
• UNIVERSITY:
• 3 applications = $156.00
• Each additional application = $50.00/choice
• Students may apply to a maximum of three 

(3) program choices at one university. You 
may apply to as many universities as you 
like. 

• Be sure to research if the university provides 
“alternate offers” of admission.

• Payment can be made using a credit card or 
online banking.

• There are supplemental fees for some 
programs.

• https://www.ouac.on.ca/guide/undergrad-fees

https://www.ouac.on.ca/guide/undergrad-fees


PART D: APPLICATION FEES

UNIVERSITY:

• Applicants will pay for all program choices.
• If an applicant drops a choice and replaces 

it with a new choice, the new choice will 
incur a charge of $50. 

• The only exception is if an applicant drops 
a choice and adds a new choice at the same 
university. 

• Be sure to use your legal name
• Check your email frequently! 
• Use a personal email address, not a WRDSB 

account



PART E: APPLICATION FEES

COLLEGE:

• 5 applications = $125

• Students may apply to a maximum of three 
program choices at any one college.

• Payment can be made by credit card (Visa, 
MasterCard, or American Express), online 
banking, or mail (certified cheque or money 
order). 

• https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/apply/ap
plication-fees

https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/apply/application-fees
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/apply/application-fees


EARLY ADMISSION MYTHS!

• You cannot apply for early admissions.  Just make 
sure your application is completed on time to be 
considered in early rounds
 

• Offers are on a rolling basis. Completing your 
application by January 15th, 2024 will make you 
eligible for all rounds of admission

• Offers will be conditional upon successful 
completion of the OSSD. Students must still work 
hard and attend until the end of the year.

*UW Engineering has an early consideration date of 
December 15th 2023*

https://uwaterloo.ca/future-students/admissions/application-deadlines#:~:text=Engineering%20deadlines,grades%20from%20Ontario%20high%20schools.


 UNIVERSITY MARK REPORTING 

• Late in the admission process, admission 
averages are calculated using the top 6 grade 12 
courses – as defined by a “4U” or “4M” in the 
course code (e.g. ENG4UI); however, most 
universities require prerequisite courses in the 
admission average calculation.

• Early in the admission process, some 
universities calculate averages by including 
grade 11 and 12 marks.

• When applying to universities outside of 
Ontario, students apply directly to the 
university.



MARK REPORTING  (CONT’D)

• OUAC will forward Ontario transcripts to the 
following universities: Acadia, Bishop’s, UBC, 
Simon Fraser, Concordia, Dalhousie, McGill, 
SFU, U of Victoria, and U of Calgary.

• IB Students must request to have IB and Ontario 
transcripts sent to out-of-province/country 
universities.



FINANCING POST SECONDARY

OSAP is a good idea because they 

will calculate if you are eligible for any 

grants (money you do not have to pay 

back depending on parent/student’s 

situation). 

You will not be charged interest on 

these loans until you graduate or 

leave school.

OSAP: Ontario Student Assistance 

Program 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ont

ario-student-assistance-program

https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program


SCHOLARSHIPS

• Be sure to visit the scholarship websites listed on 
the CHCI Guidance Webpage and updated 
regularly on Gr. 12 Google Classroom.

• Do not assume that you are ineligible for 
scholarships because you may not be at the top 
of your class. There are many scholarships that 
have very specific criteria that may apply to you 
– perhaps based on gender, community 
involvement, ethnicity, etc.

• In some cases, students are able to access 
scholarships through their parents’ employers.

• Most universities will automatically offer money 
through Entrance Scholarships.

https://chc.wrdsb.ca/guidance/scholarships-bursaries-financial-aid/


SCHOLARSHIPS CON’T 

•


