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Principals 
 

Mary Cairnes 
Principal  

1890-1891 

In 1890, Courtland was built as a four-room school house in the Village of 
Berlin, in the County of Waterloo, at a cost of $4,500.00.   
 
It opened in September with Mary Cairnes as Principal, but she resigned 
at the end of that month. 

 
Edith Mathieson 

Principal  
1890-1891 

 

Edith Mathieson was appointment Principal of Courtland in October 
1890, and she resigned from Courtland in January 1891. 

M. B. Tier 
Principal  

1891-1904 

 
M. B. Tier transferred from Division V of the Central School (now 
Suddaby) to become Principal of Courtland in 1891.  Assistant teachers at 
the time included Miss Austin and Miss Tillie E. Reid.   
 
In 1903, four new classrooms were added to the school at a cost of 
approximately $3,000.00.   
 
Miss Tier continued as Principal until the end of 1904, when Mr. Foster 
was appointed, but she stayed on as a teacher at Courtland.  



 

Arthur Foster 
Principal  

1905-1912 

 
1905 opened with the appointment of Arthur Foster as Principal. 
Teachers at the time included: Miss M. B. Tier, Miss Mary Fenton, Miss 
Edith Taylor, Miss Emma Reuter, Miss Minnie Levan, and Miss Susie H. 
Ayres.  Miss D.A. Cook was appointed in September of that year.   
 
On January 1, 1912, Mr. Foster was transferred to Central School as 
Principal. 
 

Peter Fisher 
Principal  

1912-1917 

 
Peter Fisher was appointed Principal of Courtland Avenue School in 
1912.  Teachers at the time included: Miss Bessie Munn, Miss Emma 
Reuter, Miss C. L. Brown, Miss Annie Waugh, Miss M. Dowswell, Miss 
Grace Waugh and Miss Grace Campbell.  Miss Mulloy was appointed 
subsequently as Kindergarten Assistant.   
 
Mr. Fisher remained as Principal until December 31st, 1917, when he 
retired to pursue other interests.   
 

 
W. G. Bain 

Principal  
1917-1919 

 

 
 
W. G. Bain was Principal at Courtland for 1½ year when he resigned.   
 
 



 

Olive Matthews 
Principal  

1919-1920 

 
 
Olive Matthews was appointed Principal on September 1st, 1919.  After 
one year, Miss Matthews resigned. 
 
 
 

W. G. Bain 
Principal  

1920-1927 

 
 
W. G. Bain was re-appointed Principal of Courtland, and he continued in 
that role until September 1927.   
 
Mr. Bain was transferred to King Edward School, as Principal, where he 
remained until his untimely passing on March 31st, 1932. 
 
 

Stanley Hodgins 
Principal  

1927-1937 

 
Stanley Hodgins became Principal of Courtland in 1927.   
 
In 1928, a major renovation and expansion of Courtland Avenue School 
took place.  Dunker Bros. was contracted to add eight classrooms to the 
school including a new Art Deco facade.  The heating, lighting, and 
ventilation were also upgraded.  The total cost of the project was 
$94,297.00.  Students were taught in nearby schools during the 
construction. 
 
Mr. Hodgins remained as Principal at Courtland for ten years.  On 
September 1st, 1937, he was transferred to Victoria School upon the 
retirement of Mr. John F. Carmichael. 

 



 

W. Gordon Loney 
Principal  

1937-1956 

 
W. Gordon Loney was appointed Principal of Courtland Avenue School on 
September 1st, 1937.   
 
In 1940, Courtland celebrated its Golden Anniversary with a celebration 
at the school.   
 
Mr. Loney remained as Principal of Courtland until 1956. 

 

 
Ivan M. Kirkness 

Principal  
1956-1958 

 

 
 
Ivan Kirkness served as Principal of Courtland Avenue School from 1956 
to 1958. 

 

 
Wilfred French 

Principal  
1958-1961 

 

 
 
Wilfred French served as Principal of Courtland Avenue School from 1956 
to 1958. 
 
 

  



 

Kenneth Israel was born on July 1, 1926, in Kitchener to Albert and Leona 
and was brother to older sister Bessie.  He attended King Edward Public 
School from Kindergarten to Grade 8, Victoria School for Grade 9 and K-W 
Collegiate Institute for Grades 10-13.  Mr. Israel then went to Stratford 
Normal School (1943-44).   

Mr. Israel’s first teaching position was in West Montrose at a two-room 
public school (1944-45).  In 1945, he accepted a teaching position in London, 
Ontario at Hamilton Road Elementary. 

He returned to Kitchener in 1945 to teach at J. F. Carmichael where he 
remained until 1953.  From 1953-60, he taught at various other schools 
(Prueter, Sheppard and Centreville).  During this time, he took summer and 
winter university courses and graduated from the University of Western 
Ontario in 1960.  Mr. Israel was appointed Principal of Courtland in 1961. In 
1964, he was transferred back to     J. F. C. for 14 years as Principal.   

In 1975, Mr. Israel went to Forest Hill School, where he finished his teaching 
career in 1981, at age 55. 

During his teaching career, he married his wife of 33 years, the former 
Doreen Spalinger, and they had three children – Elizabeth (Beth) who 
resides in Stony Plain, Alberta, with husband Donald Schiemann and their 
three children, Michael, Peter and Julia.  John who resides in Norristown, PA 
with his wife Debbie and their two daughters Lauren and Allison; and 
Kathryn who died at the age of nine. 

Mr. Israel’s hobby was woodworking, but he was also an avid sports fan.  He 
bowled and curled and enjoyed the many trips he and Mrs. Israel 
experienced. 

Mr. Israel became ill with lung cancer in 1981 and died on May 24, 1983 at 
the age of 59. 

Kenneth Israel 
Principal 

1961-1964 



Neil Noecker was appointed Principal of Courtland in 1964.  
 
In 1965, a $500,000.00 renovation/ expansion converted Courtland into a 
senior public school.   
 
This renovation included the demolition of eight rooms, the addition of six 
new classrooms, as well as rooms for music, art, industrial arts, home 
economics, and science.  The grounds were also graded.  A double 
gymnasium was built with showers and change rooms.  There were 382 
registered students at the time.  
 
Mr. Noecker’s term as Principal ended in 1965.   
 

Neil Noecker 
Principal  

1964-1965 



 

 

At age 14, William H. Taylor moved from Chilliwack, BC to Lythmore, 
ON where he attended Hagersville High School.  After completing 
Hamilton Normal School in 1930, he taught two years at #12 & #16 
Nober, near Hagersville and 4½ years at the Six Nations Indian Reserve, 
near Brantford, before coming to Kitchener. 

In Kitchener, Mr. Taylor taught seven years at King Edward, one year at 
Courtland, and eight years at Victoria Public School, where he taught 
grade nine mathematics.  In 1954, when he completed his BA, he was 
appointed Principal of Sunnyside School.  As Principal, Mr. Taylor served 
ten years at Sunnyside, one at Margaret Avenue and five years at 
Courtland. Mr. Taylor retired from Courtland in 1970.  The largest class 
he taught was 53 students (grade 5-8) at the Six Nations Indian Reserve. 

When asked to relate an unusual teaching experience, Mr. Taylor 
remembers Jim Quick, a grade four student, who was misbehaving in line 
while waiting to enter the school.  When Mr. Taylor approached him, and 
put his hand on Jim’s shoulder, Jim turned around and kicked Mr. Taylor 
in the shins.  Realizing what he had done, Jim took off for home. 

In addition to his work in the field of education, Mr. Taylor has 
contributed much to this community.  He has always taken an active 
interest in sports in the Kitchener area, especially in the Minor and 
Senior Hockey and Baseball organizations.  He was honoured by the 
Mayor of Kitchener for his twenty years of service as a member of the 
Parks and Recreation Commission, ten years of which he served as 
chairman.  He was also a member of his church’s Board of Trustees. 

In 1970, Mr. Taylor retired after 39½ years in the teaching profession.  
He and his wife retired to Niagara Falls, New York, and planned to spend 
summers in Lion’s Head and winters in Florida. 
 
 

William H. Taylor 
Principal 

1965-1970 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

The following was taken from Alvin Forler’s Principal’s Message in the 
1971-1972 yearbook. 

Very often students will ask questions such as “Why do we have to learn 
about history?” or How can music or science help to prepare me for my 
future world of work?”  These are questions sincerely asked and demand 
a serious answer.  What can education really do for the student? 

All too often, it is taken for granted that the main function of education is 
to prepare students for jobs after leaving school.  True, the education one 
receives is often related directly to his vocation.  However, this is only 
part of the story.  A doctor, for example, does not study medicine until he 
has completed some years of general college education.  Yet, we wouldn’t 
want people to enter the profession with only a Grade 8 education.  
Learning is not simply job training. 

From a broader perspective, education is a preparation for living.  
Learning broadens experiences and extends our horizons adding to our 
enjoyment, personal satisfaction and personal development.  Through 
academic pursuits we learn to mingle, work, play and get along with 
others.  Most of our life is spent interacting with people.  Learning 
provides an environment for personal growth in the way we tackle and 
solve problems.  There are a great number of man’s achievements, past 
and present, which are worth knowing about from a personal point of 
view. 

It has been said that what one learns is not nearly as important as how 
one learns.  This would suggest that the task of learning and how we do it 
will dictate our personal development. 

Mr. Forler believed that his life had been made richer for having had the 
opportunity to work and share experiences with the Courtland 
Community. 
 
 

Alvin B. Forler 
Principal 

1970-1974 



                                                                                                                                                                           

M. H. MacMillan retired in June 1986, after 11 years as Principal of 
Courtland Senior Public School.  He was not a stranger to the school 
when he arrived as Principal, because he had attended Courtland as a 
student from kindergarten through grade 8. 
 
Mr. MacMillan went into teaching because he loved children.  This was 
evidenced by all of his actions at Courtland.  Whether a reprimand for some 
misdemeanor or a word of praise, all decisions were based upon what was in 
the best interests of the children. 
 
Mr. MacMillan’s knowledge, wisdom, humanity and sense of humour were 
famous throughout the school, and indeed, throughout the County.  He may 
be observed, on any given day, sharing a smile with a pupil, an idea with a 
colleague or a joke with his staff.  How many administrators end a discussion 
in their office by offering all and sundry a jellybean from a dispenser on their 
desk? 
 
Courtland is one of the finest schools in an excellent system.  Visit the school 
on any working day and notice the bustle of activity, the intentness of the 
teachers, the variety of material taught, but above all, note the atmosphere – 
it is relaxed, friendly and purposeful…an enriched setting created, over the 
years, by Mr. MacMillan. 

M.H. MacMillan 
Principal 

1974-1986 
 



Following a brief career at London Life, Ron Gage graduated from London 
Teachers College in 1965.  He received a B.A. from Waterloo Lutheran and an 
M.A.in Education from the University of Toronto. 

His teaching began at Forest Hill followed in 1969 by Laurentian . . . a new 
school (Grades 1-8).  It was a unique experience to be part of two new school 
openings (as a teacher at Laurentian and as a Principal at Pioneer Park).  In 
each situation, teachers and administrators had to establish procedures and 
cultures that would serve the students and communities well in year one and 
in the future. 

Mr. Gage’s background at Courtland was two-fold.  He served as vice-
Principal from 1972 to 1975 and as Principal from 1986 to 1992.  He also 
served as Principal at Pine Grove, Pioneer Park, Forest Glen, Laurentian and 
MacKenzie King schools. 

Every school is a special place for learning in its own way.  Mr. Gage 
recognizes the staff he worked with during his nine years at Courtland - their 
diligent efforts, patience, cooperation, and creativity produced excellent 
programs for students, in regular daily classes as well as in varied extra-
curricular activities.  A fine example of this is the annual “Camp Wabanaki” 
trip near Huntsville.  Years from now, as students look back at the schools 
they attended; they are likely going to remember two things in particular:   
“Significant others” in their lives during their years of formal schooling (e.g., 
teachers) and “memorable recollections” of significant events (e.g.,  Camp 
Wabanaki). 

Mr. Gage highly valued his career at this historic school.  Presently, he is 
fortunate to be kept up-to-date about Courtland via his son, Terry, who is 
currently part of the teaching staff.  Mr. Gage helped celebrate Courtland’s 
100th and looks forward to being part of the 125th.   

“Once a cougar, always a cougar!”…Ron Gage 

 

 

Ron Gage 
Principal 

1986-1992 



Alex Deep is a retired teacher and Principal.  He enjoyed six wonderful 
years (1967-1973) at Courtland as a geography teacher, Student Council 
advisor, and senior basketball coach under Principals Bill Taylor & Al 
Forler, and vice-Principals Les Houston & Brian Kirkham.   
 
Subsequently, Mr. Deep moved from Courtland to be Vice-Principal at 
Laurentian Public School.  Later, he held the position of Principal at the 
following schools:  Maple Grove, Grand View, Preston, Floradale, and 
Margaret Avenue, where he spent six years. 
 
Finally, Mr. Deep returned to the school he loved the most, Courtland, 
where he retired in 1993, ending his storied career as an administrator 
and educator. 
 

Alex Deep 
Principal 

1992-1993 



Tim Forler is a retired teacher and principal.  More information to 
follow. 
 

Tim Forler 
Principal 

1993-1996 



Sandra Schiedel retired from Courtland Public School in 2000, 
concluding a very rewarding career in education in Waterloo Region.   
She taught in five different schools and had administrative roles in three.  
Each school provided a unique experience and had its own challenges and 
rewards that left her with many fond memories of students, teachers, and 
parents from each community. 
 
Some of the interesting highlights from her years at Courtland were: 
introducing an instrumental band program; having the school survive a 
boundary accommodation review, thanks to the strong parent council 
and community support; the diversity of students which contributed to a 
unique school culture; the caring, committed staff, so many of whom did 
far more than was expected.  Courtland School was a great place to work 
and a difficult place to leave.  Loyalties run strong! 
 
A memorable graduation theme was “Dare to Dream”, chosen by the 
graduating Grade 8 class. It depicted so well the diversity of the student 
body and the range of opportunities, goals and hopes for each one of 
them.  Her hopes were that each would be “the best they could be”. 
 

Sandra Shiedel 
Principal 

1996-2000 



Mary Karchemny.  More information to follow. 
 
 

Mary Karchemny 
Principal 

2000-2003 



Paul Chambers was a respected teacher and Principal with the Waterloo 
Region District School Board until his retirement after 33 years.  
 
He began his career as a classroom teacher at John Mahood in Elmira, and 
retired as Principal of Courtland Avenue in Kitchener. In all, Mr. Chambers 
taught in five elementary schools and worked as an administrator in six.  
 
While he thoroughly enjoyed the relationships he developed with teachers, 
colleagues and the parent community, working with students was his true 
passion. Mr. Chambers’ aptitude for connecting with kids, through teaching, 
coaching and participating, was truly inspiring. He also made and nurtured 
many friendships through his athletic pursuits, particularly hockey and golf, 
sports pools and, most recently, crib, bridge and poker.  
 
His fun-loving nature, lively sense of humour, and steely determination 
served him well during any adversity that he faced. 
 
Sadly, Mr. Chambers passed away on March 28, 2014, after a gutsy battle 
with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis. 

Paul Chambers 
Principal 

2003-2008 



 2013–Present Principal, Jean Steckle P. S.  
 2009–2013  Principal, Courtland Avenue S.P.S.  
 2005–2009  Principal, Suddaby P.S.  
 2004–2005  Vice-Principal, Woodland Park P.S.  
 2003–2004  Vice-Principal, Lincoln Avenue S.P.S.  
 1999–2003  Vice-Principal, Toronto District School Board  
 
Brian Burnley thinks of his time at Courtland daily and with very fond 
memories: 
 
We accomplished many great things with the extraordinary efforts of a very 
dedicated staff and supportive community.  In addition to educating the 
students, we also educated families and the effort and resolve that our staff 
showed in doing so, often under difficult circumstances, was astounding.  I 
have never experienced a school that has such a culture of tolerance and 
acceptance as Courtland did, and still does.   
 
An academically, and socially diverse, student population such as Courtland’s 
might lend itself to an environment that creates division or student 
exclusion.  In fact, the students at Courtland demonstrate just the opposite.  
Everyone is accepted, their differences embraced as, in fact, it is those 
differences that bring the student body together.  Courtland is a unique and 
wonderful place with a rich history of helping students and families become 
responsible and productive members of society.  I know those students lucky 
enough to have the Courtland experience will echo my sentiments.    
 
Congratulations to the staff and community on celebrating your 125th 
anniversary!  You should be proud to have been a part of history. 
 

“Once you’re a Cougar, you’re a Cougar for life.”…Brian Burnley 
 

Brian Burnley 
Principal 

2009-2013 



Jane Pritchard has had an exciting career in education.  She began teaching 
in Ottawa, where she taught for nine years before heading to Southeast Asia 
to teach in Singapore.  There, she spent six amazing years teaching at the 
United World College of Southeast Asia, teaching students from over eighty 
countries and going on lots of travel adventures.   
 
Upon returning to Canada, Ms. Pritchard began teaching with the Waterloo 
Region District School Board, where she became an administrator in 2002.  
Her first role was as vice-Principal of Suddaby P.S., then she moved on to her 
first Principalship at Country Hills P.S.. 
 
Her next assignment took her to Franklin P.S. for six years, where she 
oversaw a huge new building and renovation project as well as the 
implementation of Full-day Kindergarten in its inaugural year.   
 
Courtland Senior P.S. was a great change for Ms. Pritchard.  She loved the 
energy and enthusiasm of the Grade 7 & 8 students - she was a proud 
Principal of Courtland!   
 
Presently, Ms. Pritchard is Principal at Grandview Public School in New 
Hamburg.  
 

Jane Pritchard 
Principal 

2013-2014 



 
 

Although new to Courtland this year, Dudley Brown is in his 26th year of 
teaching with the Waterloo Region District School Board.  Fifteen of those 
years have been spent in Administration. 
  
Mr. Brown hails from Toronto, attending high school at Runnymede C.I..  He 
received a Bachelor of Science (Marine Biology and Physics) degree from the 
University of Guelph in 1989, a Bachelor of Education from the University of 
Queens in 1991, and a Masters of Theological Studies from McMaster 
University in 2015. 
  
As a strong proponent of continuing education, Mr. Brown plans to pursue 
his doctorate beginning in 2016/17. 
 
“Being a teacher at Courtland means you can be part of a community and 
your impact is not only on the students in your school but the community 
as a whole; it is truly gratifying to witness the positive changes you see in 
the students and community due, in part, to your efforts.”  ….Dudley Brown 
 
 
 

Dudley Brown 
Principal 

2014-2015 



 

 

Vice-Principals 
 

Otto Smith 
1910-1912 

 
Robert Shackleton 

1965-1967 
 

Leslie Houston 
1967-1970 

 
Brian Kirkham 

1970-1972 
 

Ron Gage 
1972-1975 

 
John Black 
1975-1977 

 
William “Bill” Langdown 

1977-1980 

Pat VanGeytenbeek 
1980-1983 

 
Ted Ray 

1983-1989 
 

Dennis Koebel 
1989-1990 

 
Glenn Metcalf 

1990-1992 
 

Leo Mitchell 
1992-1996 

 
Orest Romashyna 

1996-1998 
 

 

Gord Collins 
1998-2000 

 
Vince Graham 

2000-2004 
 

Maedith Radlein 
2004-2006 

 
Marty Raymond 

2006-2008 
 

Vlad Kovac 
2008-2010 

 
Holly Corman 

2011-2014 


