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Ariana Grande-Butera was born in Boca Raton, Florida on June 26, 1993. She participated in many community theatre shows growing up, which is where some of her early training came from. In 2007, Ariana joined the YouTube community and began uploading silly videos of her and her friend. Eventually, she also began to post covers of her favourite songs. When she was 15, Ariana left her high school and moved to New York in order to play the role of Charlotte in the Broadway musical 13. Two years later, Ariana was cast as Cat Valentine in the Nickelodeon show Victorious. This is where she gained the majority of her following. Victorious ended in February of 2013, but it was announced soon after that a spinoff series featuring her character and a character from iCarly (entitled Sam & Cat,) would begin. In 2011, she released her debut single entitled Put Your Hearts Up which was mildly successful. Ariana has since expressed in many interviews that she did not enjoy that song and didn’t enjoy making that type of music.  On March 26, 2013, Ariana released another single called “The Way”. This single debuted at number 10 on Billboard’s Top 200, making her the first leading female artist to debut in the top 10 since 2008. On September 2, 2013, Ariana’s first studio album [image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


(Yours Truly,) was released. Within  It became the first debut album by a female artist to reach #1 since 2010 when Ke$ha’s album (Animal,) was released. In 19 minutes, it became number 1 on iTunes in the US, selling 138,000 copies in the first week. 


Ariana’s voice is compared to Mariah Carey and Whitney Houston quite often but I personally think that her voice also resembles Christina Aguilera. 


The reason I find her voice to be so interesting is her sheer technical ability. Her pitch is almost always perfect, and her range is one of the highest in popular music today (Eb3-E7). Ariana is capable of producing extremely high notes in the whistle register which are reminiscent of Mariah Carey. Not much is known about the whistle register because it is highly difficult to see because the epiglottis actually closes over the larynx and blocks the majority of the phonation. Phonating in the whistle register is different than the other registers because the only part of the cords that vibrate are the anterior portion. Having a shorter length of cord vibration allows for higher pitches. Her voice has an extremely rich tone to it and she is able to bring that tone through to her entire range. To the best of my knowledge, she is able to execute a healthy mix-belt in an abnormally high part of her range. 
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