
JACK STAGG The son of two veterans, John Ewart (Jack)
Stagg was born in Gait in 1947. He attended Gait
Collegiate from 1961 to 1966 where he was
enthusiastic about all sports. Jack proceeded directly
to McMaster University, graduating in 1971 with a
Bachelor of Arts and in 1972 as a Master of Arts in
history. He also served as the McMaster Student
Union president in 1970-71 and was made a member
of the Honour Society. He later earned a PhD in
modern history at Cambridge University, where he
became a life member of the Cambridge Debating
Union.

Mr. Stagg began his 32-year public service
career in 1974 in the Department of Indian Affairs
where he honed his skills as a negotiator helping to
settle many northern land claims. Perhaps Jack’s
greatest achievement was his role in the negotiation
of the accord which framed the creation of the new
Territory of Nunavut. He was also responsible for
developing the Canadian policy on the inherent right
to self government for Canada’s aboriginal peoples.
In 1996, he became Assistant Secretary to the Cabinet
for Economic and Regional Development Policy
where he provided advice to the government on
domestic and international issues. In 1999, Jack was
appointed Associate Deputy Minister of Fisheries
and Oceans where he led an organizational renewal
initiative.

In 2001 and 2002 Mr. Stagg helped to negotiate
the landmark settlement of the Indian Residential
schools issue as the Chief Federal Negotiator for the
Office of Indian Residential Schools Resolution of

Canada. He called this work some of the most
challenging and rewarding of his career.

In 2003, Mr. Stagg was appointed Deputy
Minister of Veterans Affairs (VAC) where, in the
words of an official commendation from the
Ministry, “Jacks energetic and visionary leadership
was put to the test.” Mr. Stagg “inspired and
challenged’ the government to better serve the needs
of a new generation of veterans with the New Veterans
charter Legislation. A second initiative championed
by Mr. Stagg was the 2005 Year ofthe Veteran Project.
As the VAC noted in its commendation, “Mr. Stagg’s
passion for Veterans and trademark determination
led a govenmient-wide effort to make sure Canada
never forgets.” He also led a major restoration of the
Canadian National Monument in Vimy, France and
oversaw the Cenotaph Restoration Program to
support commemoration across Canada.

In 2004 McMaster University’s Student Union
Alumni Association honoured Mr. Stagg with its
“Lifetime Leadership Achievement Award” which
recognizes former student leaders who have gone
on to show leadership in the broader community.
Mr. Stagg also found time to contribute to his local
community as a volunteer in the Ottawa Knox
Presbyterian church “Out of the Cold” program.

Mr. Stagg died in August 2006. He is survived
by his wife, Bonnie Laurie, and by daughters Amary
and Wallis.
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