
Robert Kerr was born on August 28, 1929 in
Gait. Robert is a unique blend of excellence in both
business and politics, which has been seen throughout
his life. One of Robert’s first ventures was starting
a school newspaper at Gait Collegiate with his good
friend, Graerne Ferguson. This likely helped when
he started up his first business with his father in 1950,
the John Kerr and Son Printing Company. He
managed this company until its sale in 1964. While
in business with his father, Robert ran for the C.C.F
in 1955 as the provincial candidate and again in 1957
with the newly formed New Democratic Party. He
turned his attention to the local political scene and
ran for alderman in 1957, representing Gait from
1957-1960 and again in 1962-1963.

In the mid 1960’s, Graeme Ferguson
approached him for assistance in producing a film
for Expo ‘67. For Mr. Kerr this venture was going
to be part-time, looking after the business aspects of
the affair; but it would soon take on a life of its own.
They produced the film, Polar for Expo ‘67 in
Montreal. This film is considered the beginning of
the IMAX phenomenon.

Mr. Kerr’s involvement with the TMAX
Corporation continued in the capacity of Managing
Director and Chairman until 1987. He retired from
the corporation in 1994 as President and CEO. Mr.
Kerr has since formed a partnership with
Sharpesbury Film in Toronto that produces and
distributes large format films worldwide.

While maintaining hill-time business interests,
Mr. Ken continued in the political realm. As if his
plate was not hill enough, he served as Mayor of
Gait from 1964-1967 and again as Mayor of
Cambridge in 1975-1976. Mr. Kerr’s tenure as
Mayor was during the time of Gait’s governmental
and administrative reorganization. He served as
Chairman of the Grand River Disaster Relief
committee created as a resuLt of the infamous flood
of 1974.

Dr. Kerr is also known for his involvement with
St. Paul’s College at the University of Waterloo. He
was instrumental in establishing the Stanley Knowles
Visiting Professorship in the Canadian Studies
Program and the prestigious Ken/Saltsman Lecture
Series. He was bestowed an Honouraiy Doctorate
from the University of Waterloo in 1998. In their
address they stated that, “Di: Ken; in his personal
and professional flfe, has a sharp and inquiring
mind, a courageous ad compassionate spirit, and
an unswerving sense of integrity”
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