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How We Got Here

• Ontario Government announced a commitment to end streaming in 
Grade 9, beginning with math to be implemented in September 2021
• MTH 1W

• Ontario Government announced that beginning in September 2022, all 
grade 9 subjects will be offered in one stream
• SNC 1W, ENG 1D, CGC 1D, FSF 1D

• WRDSB announced that to maintain equitable access to 
post-secondary pathways, beginning in September 2022 grade 10 
applied mathematics will no longer be offered, leading most students 
to take MPM 2D
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• Focusing on welcoming students  
• Equal access to all academic 

pathways for all students

Why Eliminate Streaming?



Why De-stream?



Why De-stream? Equity

“Data shows that streaming has a 
detrimental effect on students, but 
particularly on Indigenous, Black, and 
other racialized students, culturally and 
linguistically diverse students, students 
from low-income households, and students 
with special education needs.”
-Ontario Ministry of Education
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Why Is This Good For Students?

● Equity of  Access and Opportunity - Graduation and Post 
Graduation Pathways.

● All students benefit from learning in groups of students 
of varied abilities and interests (OECD, 2012).



Common Misunderstanding

Myth 

“High achieving” students 
will be “held back” in a 

de-streamed classroom



Destreaming and the 
Secondary Math Program
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 Unpacking the New Grade 9 Mathematics Course: 
Strand Comparison



What Might Look Different

Collaborative Learning Environments
Variety of Resources
Purposeful Practice
Many ways to demonstrate understanding

Independent Learning
Textbooks
Homework

Tests/Exams



Building a Bridge for Success - GLD 2O

“GLD2O is designed to help students deepen their 
understanding of mathematical concepts that will be 
important for their learning when transitioning between 
MTH1W and MPM2D, while gaining necessary tools and 
skills for the workplace of tomorrow. Through integrated 
activities related to career exploration, experiential 
learning, and entrepreneurship, students will have an 
opportunity to improve their understanding of foundational 
mathematical concepts and skills. This course will be an 
interactive and engaging experience to help students gain 
transferable skills for continued learning and work.”

MTH 1W MPM 2D

GLD 2O



How can I support my child?

• Talk about mathematics in a positive light 

• Normalize and value mistake-making as 

an important part of the learning process

• Pay attention to where math “shows up” 

in everyday life 

• Talk about learning rather than grades

• Reach out to the teacher when needed

• Consider this Advice for Parents from Jo 

Boaler



Questions?

MTH1W 
Curriculum

WRDSB Students Sept. 2021
Perimeter Institute Home 
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Elementary (Gr. 1 - 8) Math 
and the New Curriculum
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What is the vision of the new curriculum?

“Understand the importance of 
and appreciate the beauty of 

mathematics” p. 6



What will make the new curriculum successful?

“Most effective when it values and 
celebrates the diversity of the 

students” p. 10



What will make the new curriculum successful?

“Foundational mathematics concepts 
and skills to become capable and 

confident mathematics learners” p. 10



Waterfall Chat



A look into the mind of a grade 5 student



Overview of Strands



Social Emotional Learning and Mathematical Processes



Resources



Resources



The dos and don’ts of raising a confident math learner

Don’t:
Engage in negative self-talk

Instead:
Praise them for continuing to 
work on something even 
when it is hard



The dos and don’ts of raising a confident math learner

Don’t:
Tell your child, “I don’t 
understand how your teacher did 
this, so I am going to show you 
how I learned to do it”

Instead:
● Seek out resources that will 

help you better understand 
until you feel confident that 
you can help them 

● model that it is ok not to know 
something

● Help them articulate questions 
they can ask their teacher



The dos and don’ts of raising a confident math learner

Don’t:
Reward or compliment your 
child’s “smartness”

“You got it! I told you that you were smart”

Instead:
Praise effort

“I like the way you tried all kinds of strategies on 
that math problem until you finally got it”



Foster the Joy of Math

Play Mathy Games Do Some Math Before Bed




