
 

 

October 
9 - School Council Meeting—6:00 p.m. 

9 - Ron Morrish presentation—7:00 p.m. 

10 - International Walk to School Day 

10 - Hot Dog Lunch—1:35 p.m. 

10 - Oktoberfest Celebration—1:55 p.m. 

11 - P.A. Day—no school for students 

14 - Happy Thanksgiving (school holiday) 

17 - Character Assembly—9:55 a.m.  

 - “Respect” - Parents welcome 

18 - School wide—”Why We Remember” 

 - students at Royal Canadian Legion, 
Branch 530, Waterloo—12:15—2:15 p.m. 

21 - Rm 5 Kindergarten (Red Class) 

 - at Nauman’s Farm—a.m. 

22 - Rm 5 Kindergarten (Blue Class) 

 - at Nauman’s Farm—a.m. 

22 - G2, G3—at Safety Village-pm 

28 - Picture Retake Day 
 

November 

3 - Daylight Saving Time Ends 

4 - G1-G6 Progress Reports Go Home 

11 - Remembrance Day  

13 - School Council Meeting—6:00 p.m. 

14 - Character Assembly—9:55 a.m.  

 - “Empathy” - Parents welcome 

November 17-23 

 - Bully Awareness Week 

20 - National Child Day 

21 - JK—G3 

 - Fire Safety House visit 
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Message From The Principal 
 

Dear Mackenzie King Families: 

The new school year is now up and running and we have had a fabulous 
start.  Students are quickly adjusting to the routines of respect and safety as 
they experience and make Mackenzie King “A  Great place to Be” each and 
every day . It is a privilege for me to be the principal with this amazing 
group of staff, students and parent community 
 

Research states that parent’s involvement in their child’s education is 
highly related to a child’s success in school.  As partners in your child’s 
education we rely on families to: 

 provide a safe and secure home for their children 

 ensure nutritious food is provided 

 communicate positively with the school when problems      arise 

 call the Attendance Line each and every day when your child is absent 
(519) 570-8105 ext 3504 

 keep your child home when they are not feeling well 

 provide a supportive environment for homework  
 

This year we are continuing our focus on communicating our thinking 
across all subject areas and grades, and becoming thinkers at a deeper level. 
Our focus will be  the consistent school-wide use of student exemplars, an-
chor charts, learning goals and success criteria in all classrooms.  Exem-
plars provide a model for success criteria and allow students to self-assess 
and monitor their own progress. We 
will also  strive to develop higher 
order thinking skills by the asking of 
open-ended critical questions, posing 
and solving problems to investigate, 
and engaging students in critical in-
quiry as they learn and discover 
knowledge. 
 

I look forward to working together 
with you as partners in your child’s 
educational experience. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Mrs. K. Haddock 

Upcoming Events 



 

 

Boomerang Lunches 
Please make use of reusable and recycla-
ble containers for your child’s lunches to 
lessen the amount of garbage.  Students 
will bring home all excess food, packag-
ing and waste. 

We encourage our students 
to be good environmental 
citizens in their daily lives.  

Plastic water bottles are discouraged in favour 
of a reusable container. 

Safety Procedures:  Board Mandated Drills 
The Waterloo Region District School Board has mandated that each school practise a num-
ber of safety drills.  We are required to have 3 fire drills in the fall and 3 more in the 
spring.  We also practise a lockdown drill (in the unlikely event of an intruder or other per-
sonal threat to safety) as well as a tornado drill and a bus evacuation drill.  The bus company 
conducts this drill every fall.  Maintaining a safe learning environment with proper safety procedures is a pri-
ority for Mackenzie King and all schools throughout Waterloo Region. 

Check out our Classroom Agreements outside every classroom.  
They have been created and written by all students!!! 

 

October Character Theme—RESPECT 
October’s Goal:   We are respectful in all we say and do 

 

Assembly: Thursday, October 17, 9:55 a.m.—parents welcome 
“Mackenzie King Is A Great Place To Be” 

We are Respectful, Responsible and Caring 

Please remember to check in with 
the main office upon entering the 
school.  Office staff will contact 
your child’s classroom when you 
drop off lunches, books, etc. and 
have the student come down to 
the office to pick up the  
article.  Please do not go directly 
to your child’s classroom at any-
time, including the end of the day. 
Please wait for your child outside. 
 
Your child’s planner (Gr. 1-6 only) 
contains other important infor-
mation for you to know about our 
school.  Please read it. 
 
Please complete an IS-07-X Tem-
porary Student Withdrawal On A 
Short-Term Basis Parent/Legal 
Guardian Request form if your 
child(ren) will be absent for 5 con-
secutive school days or more.  This 
form is available in the office and 
must be completed prior to the 
withdrawal.  Teachers are NOT 
responsible for your child’s pro-
gram during the time that your 
child(ren) have been withdrawn. 

If your child is going to be absent or late, please call the Attendance 

Check Line at: 519-570-8105 ext 3504 
Thank you for leaving your Child’s 
full name, your Child’s grade, the 
Name of your child’s teacher, and the 
Reason for the absence. 

All students who arrive late for 
school must check in at the office to 
receive an Admit Slip.  Remember 
that classes begin each day at 8:55 a.m.  It is a parent’s responsibil-
ity to get their child to school on time. 

Reminder to Parents 

Attendance 
Check 

Line 



 

 

  SCHOOL COUNCIL 
MEETING DATES 

6:00—7:30 p.m. 
 October 9 
 November 13 
 December 11 
 January 8 
 February 12 
 March 26 
 April 9 
 May 9 
 June 11 

Parking Lot Plea 
Please do not drop off or pick up 

students in our parking lot. 
It is meant for buses, taxis and staff cars only.  Cars may 

be ticketed for being in this area. 

Student safety 

is our number one priority. 

Welcome to your 
2013-2014 School Council 

Co-Chairs - Jennifer Montgomery 

Treasurer -  Natalie Seip  

Secretary - Roxanne Cowles 

Fundraising - Mary Litwiller 

Nutrition - Cyndee Lavoie 

Communications -  Hilary Childerhose 
 

The Mackenzie King parents/guardians/community 
members, thank you for taking on these positions! 

 

School Council strengthens our school community by: 

 Helping decide where fundraising money is spent 

 Enhancing learning opportunities (decide on the priority of pur-
chasing technology equipment and other items for classrooms 

 Volunteering some time—school pizza days, special events, behind 
the scenes—any amount of time helps! 

 Being a voice (make suggestions and provide feedback) 
 

The next School Council meeting is 

Wednesday, October 9, 2013. 
The meeting time is 6:00 p.m.  Following the meeting at 
7:00 p.m., we have a very special parent workshop with 
Ron Morrish.  Please plan on attending this informative 
presentation on Positive Discipline and Communication. 
 

For more information or to become a part of the Mackenzie 
King School Council, please contact:  Jenn Montgomery at 
jmonty789@hotmail.com 

COUNCIL CORNER 

Wheels on School Property 
All wheels MUST be walked on school property.  Bikes are 
to be walked and then locked up at the bike racks.  Scooters 
must be folded and carried on school property.  If scooters 
cannot be folded, they MUST be locked outside at the bike 
racks.  Unfolded scooters may not be brought inside the 
school. 

 
Playground Supervision 
Begins at 8:45 a.m. each morning. 

After school, our playground is supervised until 3:25 
p.m.  Please remind your child(ren) to leave school 
promptly to ensure their safety at all times. 

Anaphylaxis Management 
Sabrina’s Law (Statute of Ontario, 2005) en-
sures that all school boards implement strate-
gies to reduce the risk of exposure to anaphy-
lactic causative agents in classrooms and com-
mon school areas.  Communication plans are 
in place to gather and disseminate information 
on life-threatening allergies to parents, stu-
dents and employees.  Children who require 
epi-pens are expected to carry one with them at 
all times and a second epi-pen is kept at the 
office. 

All parents are reminded to avoid sending pea-
nuts, tree nuts and nut products (or mimicked 
products) to school. 

Many students/staff react to strong scents  
Please minimize the use of products with 
strong aromas. 

Thank you for respecting the health issues of 
others. 



 

 

Professional Activity Days 
This year P.A. days will occur on: 

 Friday, October 11, 2013 

 Friday, December 20, 2013 

 Friday, January 17, 2014 

 Friday, March 7, 2014 

 Friday, May 30, 2014 

 Friday, June 27, 2014 
 

There is no school on these days as 
teachers are involved in professional 
training activities. 

Unified Messaging Number 

519-570-8105 + ext. 

Mrs. Agnello Special Ed Teacher 8858 

Mrs. Breen Educational Assistant 7066 

Mr. Crocker Head Custodian 9970 

Miss Dobson Library & Distribution Clerk 6748 

Mme. Dreise Core French & Music Teacher 9425 

Mrs. George Educational Assistant 9315 

Mrs. Gonzalez Custodial III 4904 

Mr. Hori Gr. 6 Teacher 7074 

Mrs. Johnston Gr. 3/4 Teacher 8745 

Mr. Klassen Educational Assistant 5962 

Mrs. Korpan Gr. 2/3 Teacher 8759 

Mrs. Langelaan Educational Assistant 9302 

Mrs. Martz JK/SK Teacher 6879 

Miss Morsink Gr. 1/2 Teacher 9839 

Mr. McGuire Gr. 5 Teacher 8542 

Mrs. Reimer Educational Assistant 4079 

Mrs. Schmelzle Gr. 1/2 Teacher 8341 

Mrs. Todd Educational Assistant 7071 

Mrs. Weinert Special Ed Class Teacher  7057 

Classroom Agreements 

What are Classroom Agreements? 
 

Classroom agreements are a set of agreed upon 
expectations of how each class decides that they 
are going to behave and speak in order to be a 
respectful, responsible and caring learning com-
munity. Students work together with their teach-
ers to co-create the contents of the classroom 
agreement.  Classroom agreements are written 
in PAWS language – statements that are: 
Present Tense—we speak; we act; we are 
Affirmative- positive—what we do; not what we 
are “not” to do 
We statements—it is all inclusive  
Short—simple to say and remember 

Classroom agreements are written on chart paper and posted in the classroom for all to reference at all times and be re-
minded of our agreed upon agreements with each other.  A published version is displayed in the hallway outside each 
classroom to share with others what defines each classroom.  
 

Why do we create Classroom Agreements? 
Classroom agreements help us to co-operatively decide on what is important for all of us to do in order to ensure that 
everyone is valued, heard, appreciated and able to learn. The positive, “we” statements clearly give us directions of how 
we act; they do not tell us what we shouldn’t be doing. Classroom agreements keep us accountable for the choices we 
make on a daily basis and remind us what our standards of behaviour need to be.  Visitors to our classroom and guest 
teachers who graciously teach us when our teachers are away are able to see and know the expectations in the class-
room. The visible classroom version allows us to revise, make additions or deletions throughout the year to meet the 
ongoing needs of our classroom. 

The year at Mackenzie King is well underway and the level 
of participation is fantastic!  Congratulations to your son 
or daughter for joining our Nutrition Break soccer extra 
activity.  A special thanks to the Grade Six Leaders for be-
ing Captains and Referees and the teachers for providing 

their time and effort 
for our students. 

       ~  Keith Hori 
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