
 

 

March 2014 

7 - P.A. Day—no school for students 

9 - Daylight Savings 

  (clocks go ahead one hour) 

March 10-14  -  March Break 

 - WRDSB Holiday—enjoy! 

17 - Dental Health Program 

 JK/SK-Red and G2 

17 - Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

18 - Dental Health Program 

 JK/SK-Blue 

March 19 and 26:  

 - Mad Science—3:20-4:20 p.m. 

20 - Spring Begins!  

29 - EARTH HOUR—8:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

April 2014 

2 - Mad Science program ends 

9 - Character Assembly—9:55 a.m.  

 - parents welcome to attend 

 School-wide goal “Hope” 

9 - Sr. Kdgn.—Grad Photos—RED 

9 - School Council Meeting—6:00 p.m. 

10 - Sr. Kdgn.—Grad Photos—BLUE 

11 - Kodaly Choir rehearsal—Brigadoon  

16 - Spring Photos—RED, G6 Grad’s 

17 - Spring Photos—BLUE 

18 - Good Friday—statutory holiday 

21 - Easter Monday—statutory holiday 

22 - EARTH DAY 

23 - Juniors—Symphony trip—p.m. 

25 - G6’s walk to Stanley Park—p.m. 
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MAC’S NEWSLETTER 

Message From The Principal 
 

Dear Mackenzie King Families: 

 

S pring is just around the corner after a very long, chilly and windy winter.  
Mackenzie King students continue to do a  remarkable job of demonstrat-
ing our school-wide character goals through our monthly character devel-
opment initiatives.  Evidence of January’s goal of Initiative and February's 

goal of Kindness and Caring are seen on the playground, in classroom and learning 
buddies activities, in the halls and in random acts of kindness.  Our monthly assem-
blies are a celebration of our character development accomplishments and service 
to our community.  Parents are always welcome to join us at assemblies each 
month.  Please check our school website and newsletter for dates and times. 
 

Our School Identified Indicator for this year at Mackenzie King is “A variety 
of relevant and meaningful assessment data is used by students and educators 
to continuously monitor learning, to inform instruction and determine next 
steps.”  In all subjects, teachers are creating learning goals and success criteria to 
direct their instruction and to ensure that students and parents know what and why 
we are learning what we are learning.  Success criteria outline specifically how we 
know we have been successful and understand what is to be learned. Our teachers 
meet collaboratively with colleagues from Mackenzie King and other schools in 
grade level networking teams to look at student work, determine strengths, needs 
and next steps, plan quality instruction and collaborate together to improve student 
achievement.  Our staff meetings also give us time for professional development as 
we strive to continually improve our prac-
tice and work toward our goals in our 
School and System Improvement Plans.  
With every piece of student work, we strive 
to determine strengths and next steps for 
each individual student. This helps to deter-
mine  descriptive feedback, identify clear 
learning goals for instruction and develop 
higher order thinking skills for our students. 
We join together with you as learning part-
ners in your child’s education.  

Mrs. K. Haddock 

Upcoming Events 

Full Day Kindergarten . . . is coming to Mackenzie 
King in the Fall of 2014 
Boundary changes are in effect as of September 2014 to include some families who 
currently attend Breslau Public School.  Some of our existing families will attend 
Smithson Public School.  We look forward to welcoming our new families and 
know that those going to Smithson will be welcomed by their new school commu-
nity.  All students in the affected areas are required to attend their new home 
school as defined by the  WRDSB boundary changes.  Student records will be 
automatically transferred to your child’s new school.   

51 Natchez Rd., Kitchener, ON  N2B 3A7             WEB:  http://mck.wrdsb.ca/             PH:  519 745-8694             Attendance Check:  519 570-8105 ext. 3504 



 

 

Curriculum 
Corner 

 

For parents in the know 
Making a Habit of “How do you know?” 

 

It is amazing how students will change an answer if a teacher ques-
tions it.  When you ask for clarification, they automatically assume 
that they must be wrong and they scramble to come up with a dif-
ferent answer.  Whether students are right or wrong, does not al-
ways reflect understanding.  To determine true understanding, 
teachers ask “How do you know that?” “Explain your thinking.”  
Student explanations help teachers to assess students’ thinking and 
address misconceptions.  As students explain their thinking, they 
often discover their own errors.  Other students are then encour-
aged to join the conversation with “ I agree (or disagree)  be-
cause…..”  These conversations allow students to share the process 
of how they arrived at an answer in a way that often makes sense to 
their peers. Teachers are learning  not to praise right answers and 
condemn wrong answers, removing the stigma of “being wrong.”  
As a result, students take more risks and are far less focused on 
right and wrong answers as they listen to one another, agree or dis-
agree and work their way through the problem or question.  Stu-
dent engagement intensifies as everyone is involved, not just the 
students with their hands up.  Younger students  can often find it 
challenging to explain their thinking (“I just knew it.” “ I knew it in 
my head”) BUT, they can be  pushed to think more deeply about 
their processes and strategies with repetition from the teacher.  

Asking “How do you know?” sounds simple but it does take 
time to build and for students to become comfortable  

with this habit.   

So now you know  

EQAO  Assessment 
2013-2014 

 

Grade 6 May 26—29 
Grade 3 June 2—6 
 

The Assessment of Reading, Writing 
and Mathematic are administered to 
all students in Ontario at the end of 
the primary division and at the end 
of the junior division.   

 

Please keep these dates free of stu-
dent appointments. 

Moving at or 
before the  
End of the Year? 
 

If you know for sure that your 
child(ren) will not be attending 
Mackenzie King P.S. next year due 
to an address change, please inform 
us before the end of March.   
 

School organization for next year is 
based on our numbers as of the end 
of March.  It is very important that 
we submit accurate data to the board 
for next year.  It is not too late to 
register for JK or SK for next year. 
 

Please call the school for application 
forms and more information.  
Students attending Smithson P.S. 
next year due to the boundary change 
do not need to inform us. 

Stanley Park P.S. is hosting an 
orientation night on 

May 5, 2014—7:00 p.m.  A for-
mal invitation for grade 6’s will be 
coming soon! 

Professional Activity 
Day  - No school for students 
on May 30th —Staff  are in-
volved in professional develop-
ment with  assessment  and re-
porting.  

  SCHOOL 
COUNCIL 
 
MEETING 
DATES 

 

 April 9 
 May 14 
 June 11 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drop Off and Pick Up Safety 
Our parking lots are for staff cars and special education buses only.   Thank you for adher-
ing to the signs at the entrance to the parking lot to remind everyone that children are not to  
dropped off or picked up in the school driveway or parking lot.  Thank also for keeping 
the  bus loading zone clear at the front of the school for our new bus this year.  Safety is our 
number one priority.  We know how challenging it is to find a parking spot to drop off and 
pick up children.  We thank the many families who are parking a safe distance and having 
their children walk on the sidewalk. 

When walking, please say goodbye to your children outside the school, and allow them to walk in independently 
with their classmates.  At the end of the day, please wait for your child outside at a predetermined meeting place. 
We thank you for your co-operation in helping to keep our school safe with minimal congestion in the hallway 
and entrances. 

Repetition is the Key to Healthier Habits 

They say it takes 21—28 days to build a new habit and in most cases 7—8 offerings, before a child will 
accept a new food.  Nothing instant about that!  But don’t get discouraged.  What counts is that you are 
consistent and repetitively offer healthier options. 

Here are some tips for success when it comes to promoting healthier eating at home: 

 Always have a bowl of fruit on the table at mealtime (read on to find out why) 

 Include something new when preparing your meals 

 Serve small amounts of the new item – there can always be seconds! 

Be a good role model – make sure you eat what you prepare 

Be casual when new foods are not eaten  and resist the urge to nag 
or bribe to achieve your goal 

DO NOT offer substitutes 

Remind anyone who did  not finish their meal, that there is a bowl 
of fruit on the table if they are still hungry 

In a few days try it again … and again … and again 

Healthy Habits ! 

Every Tuesday, 
at Mackenzie 

King P.S. 

Lichty Cr. 

Natchez Rd. 

Walkway 
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Stopping or parking 
in a school zone is 
against the law.  
Please use labeled 
streets (2, 3, 4) for 
student drop-off. 

September 3, 2013 

School Zone 



 

 

Mackenzie King—Respectful, Responsible, Caring 
March’s Theme - HOPE “We make a difference for the future” 

April’s Theme - CO-OPERATION “We work together” 

May’s Theme - INTEGRITY  “We say and do what we know is right” 

 ·················································································································  
October’s   RESPECT       “We are respectful in all we say and do” 

November’s EMPATHY       “We put ourselves in someone else’s shoes” 

December’s SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY  “We help those in need” 

January’s INITIATIVE “We see a need and we fill it” 

February’s CARING / KINDNESS “We show we care though our words  and actions” 
 

Our character development program is an integral part of our school.  We know that when students learn to care, they care to 
learn.  Mackenzie King students have been doing a fabulous job of working together to learn, practice, and develop the explicit 
skills necessary to be respectful, responsible and caring citizens at school.  Please continue to talk with your children about how 
these character traits look, sound and feel at home.  Join us, if you can, at any of our monthly character assemblies where we cele-
brate together the success of our school-wide goals. 

 

Kodaly Choir 

The Mackenzie King Kodaly Choir has been practicing 
and singing a whole new repertoire of music, preparing 
for the  Kodaly Festival on  Wednesday, May 7, 2014 
at 7:00 p.m. at Centre in the Square.   Mme Dreise and 
Mrs. Schmelzle have been working hard with our stu-
dents, bringing music through the hallways as they 
prepare for this fantastic performance.  Our Mackenzie 
King students will be on stage with hundreds of other 
elementary students and a high school choir, all ac-
companied by an orchestra.  The guest conductor this 
year is Mrs. Jane Schultz-Janzen.  Please mark your 
calendars for Wednesday, May 7th to join us for this 
evening performance at Centre in the Square.  The 
voices of our children will inspire you and warm your 
hearts.  The teachers of the Kodaly choirs for our 
board have put together an amazing website at 
http://kwkodaly.weebly.com/ 

Check it out and see you on May 7th! 

Andy Ridley, spokesperson for Earth Hour . . .  is the CEO 
and Co-Founder of Earth Hour, the global environmental 
movement initiated in Sydney, Australia in 2007 as a cam-
paign for action on climate change. 
Six years ago, we started this project - Earth Hour. It has 
grown to become the world’s largest mass participation 
event in history. From 1 to over 7,000 cities. From 1 country 
to 7 continents. From 2 million to hundreds of millions of 
people. 
 
Earth Hour's mission is three-fold. To bring people together 
through a symbolic hour-long event. To galvanize people into 
taking action beyond the hour.  And to create an intercon-
nected global community sharing the mutual goal of creating 
a sustainable future for the planet. 
Earth Hour has swept the globe, drawing together hundreds 
of millions of people in 152 countries and territories span-
ning every continent. 
 
Check out the following websites: for more information 
http://www.earthhour.org/ 

http://www.earthhour.org/earth-hour-and-
spider-man-join-forces-save-planet 

 

Earth Hour 
March 29, 2014 

8:30 p.m. 
. . . is much more than one hour  

We are Growing Our construction is moving along slowly, due to the very frigid temperature in January and February but we are seeing changes out in our 
school yard.  The outside weather has been a challenge.  The foundation work continues and is going well.  Over the March break, all abatement work will be completed while staff and 
students are not in the building.  We will be welcoming new students from Breslau P.S. and saying goodbye to some of our Mackenzie King students next year who will be attending 
Smithson P.S..  A time will be set up for students to visit their new schools prior to the end of June.  More information will follow and be shared with those families who are affected.   
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