
Welcome to Queensmount’s 

High School Information 

Session

Grade 8 - 9 Process & Transition



How is High School Different than 

Queensmount?

• You travel from class 

to class with the same 

kids

• You have a locker

• You take 8 classes all 

year long

• You get grades in all 

subjects but you go on 

to the next grade based 

on your performance as 

a whole

• You travel from class to 

class but you will have 

different kids in each 

class 

• You have a locker and 

can use the same lock as 

this year 

• You take 4 classes one 

semester and 4 classes 

the next 

• If you “fail” a course, 

you must take it again to 

go on

QUEENSMOUNT HIGH SCHOOL



DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS

OSSD

Ontario Secondary School 

Diploma

30 

Credits

12 

ELECTIVES

18 

COMPULSORY
PLUS

40 hours of Community Involvement

Successful Completion of Literacy Requirement



COMPULSORY SUBJECTS
• 4 credits in ENGLISH

• 3 credits in MATHEMATICS 

• 2 credits in SCIENCE 

• 1 credit in Canadian GEOGRAPHY 

• 1 credit in Canadian HISTORY 

• 1 credit in FRENCH 

• 1 credit in ARTS 

• 1 credit in PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

• 1/2 credit in CIVICS 

• 1/2 credit in CAREER STUDIES

. . . that 

makes a 

total of 15 

out of the 

required 

credits. 

Three more 

credits in 

specific 

areas are 

required.



Take one credit from each 

group

• English 

• Third Language

• Social Science 

• Canadian & World Studies 

• Guidance & Career 

Education 

• Cooperative Education *

• French as a Second 

Language

• Science, Gr 11 or 12 

• Technological Education, Gr 9 - 12 

• Cooperative Education * 

• Health & Phys. Ed. 

• Arts 

• Business 

• Cooperative Education *

• French as a Second Language

*Note: a maximum of 2 Cooperative Education courses 

may be taken

1 2

3



12 Electives
• Dramatic arts

• Music - Instrumental 

• Music - Vocal 

• Visual Arts 

• Physical Education 

• Business

• Information Technology 

• Integrated Technologies 

• Individual and Family Living

• And other options . . . more Math, Science, 

Languages . . . 



Course Type & Destination

Grade 9 and 10

• Academic (D)

• Applied (P)

• Essential/Fast 

Forward (L)

• Open (O)

Grade 11 and 12

• University (U)

• University/Colleg

e (M)

• College  (C)

• Workplace  (E)

• Open  (O)



Making Course Choices

Academic or Applied

• English

• Mathematics

• Science

• French 

• Geography 

• For Essential course programming contact the home 

secondary school.



Academic Courses

• Offered in core areas: English, Math, Science, History, Geography and French

• Students will learn the essential concepts of a subject and explore related 

materials

• Emphasis will be on theory and abstract thinking as a basis for future 

learning

• Lead to senior courses preparing for university and college

• Guideline benchmark: CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE               

STUDENT’S ABILItY

• Generalizations:

• 70% and over

• Students should be independent learners with learning skills in the 

good to excellent range



Applied Courses

• Offered in core areas: English, Math, Science, History, Geography, 

French

• Emphasis will be on the practical and hands-on applications of the 

concepts

• The course focuses on the essential concepts of a subject

• Lead to senior courses preparing for college, apprenticeship, skilled 

trades, and the workplace

• Guideline benchmark:CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE       

STUDENT’S ABILItY

• Generalizations:

• 50-70%

• Students should be or starting to be independent learners



Essential Courses

• Locally developed compulsory 

courses designed for students 

functioning below grade level

• Lead to senior courses preparing 

students for the workplace



Fast Forward 

Application

• In WRDSB, offered through the magnet program Fast Forward

• Fast Forward offered at SJAM or KCI

• Application Process for admission

• Emphasis will be in the practical and hands-on applications that will 

help students to improve their skills for functioning in everyday life 

and in the workplace

• Students who are more successful in an environment with additional 

teacher direction and varied instruction find success in these courses

• Hands on learning, smaller class sizes

• Lead to senior courses preparing students for the workplace



Open Courses

• Set of expectations that is suitable for all students at a given grade 

level

• Provides students with a broad educational base

Optional Open Courses

• The Arts: Dance, Drama, Instrumental Music, Vocal Music, Visual Arts

• Business Studies: Introduction to Business, Information and 

Communication Technology in Business

• Health and Physical Education: Healthy Active Living

• Social Sciences: Food and Nutrition, Individual and Family Living

• Technological Education: Integrated Technologies



Sample GR 9 Student Timetable

SEMESTER 1

SEPT - JAN 

ENGLISH

SCIENCE

FRENCH

ELECTIVE (Phys.Ed.)

SEMESTER 2

FEB - JUNE 

MATHEMATICS

GEOGRAPHY

ELECTIVE (Art)

ELECTIVE (Integrated 

Tech)



Community Service

• In order to graduate from secondary 

school ALL students must complete 

40 hours of community service

• Students can begin this the summer 

between Grade 8 and Grade 9. They 

must finish it by the end of Grade 12 if 

they wish to graduate. 



What is community service?

• Babysitting

• Community groups

• lawn care

• senior’s homes

• Counsellor-in-training 

• after school programs



Ontario Literacy Test

• Usually taken in grade 10

• Tests reading and writing skills up to the end of grade 9

• There is no limit to the number of times the test can be 

retaken

• Students unsuccessful on the literacy test, despite extra 

remediation, may be eligible for the Ontario Secondary 

School Literacy Course

• Successful completion of the Literacy Course is the 

equivalent of passing the test

• Students cannot receive a diploma unless they pass the 

literacy test or course, as well as completing all credits 

and the 40 hours of community service



Special Education in Secondary 

School
• Queensmount special education teachers 

meet with high school special education 

teachers to share information, strategies 

and IEPs

• Accommodations in the IEP are 

maintained

• Grade level modifications are managed 

by the program the student chooses – 

Academic, Applied or Fast 

Forward/Essential



Is there a choice of schools?

Yes and No

• All Queensmount students go to FHCI or CHCI depending on 

where they live

• Students may apply to magnet programs offered at different 

schools

• Transportation is NOT provided to any magnet program 

except Fast Forward and ESL- for these programs, bus 

passes are provided for city busses, not actual busses.

• All students automatically enrolled in FHCI or CHCI

• Application deadline for all magnets: Jan. 18, 2019                         

(to Ms. Phillips by Jan. 14th)

• Acceptance to magnet programs hopefully before course 

selection at the end of February (should be Feb. 8)



International Baccalaureate at

Cameron

• A very academic program

• Exams that meet the IB program

• Students should LOVE school

• Heavy workload

• $50 application fee plus annual fees

• Must have most marks in the 80%+



Integrated Arts at Eastwood

• For students interested in the performing, 

visual and media arts

• Regular applied or academic program plus 

more electives in the arts available

• Students must audition or have a 

portfolio—they must already demonstrate 

some talent

• Application fee or forms : see Ms. Phillips



Fast Forward and ESL

• Fast Forward meets the needs of students who 

have a hands-on learning style and will 

probably being entering the work place after 

high school

• ESL program is at Forest Heights and is for 

students still learning functional English

• WE WILL CALL YOU IF WE FEEL THIS IS AN 

APPROPRIATE PLACEMENT but you may also 

ask us if you think it might be a good fit



INNovate at FHCI
• Only available for students whose home school 

is FHCI

• Maximum of 30-60 grade nine students are 

accepted each year

• Program is designed to foster intellectual 

creativity

• Focus on critical thinking, innovative 

technologies, global perspectives and 

leadership

• 75% minimum average

• Application Deadline: January 14, 2019



Frequently Asked 

Questions

• What happens when a student or 

parent chooses a course type other 

than what is recommended by the 

teacher?

The ultimate choice is with the 

parent and student. Parents are urged to 

discuss concerns with teachers at 

Queensmount.



Frequently Asked Questions

• Will there be an opportunity to switch courses 

during grade 9, e.g., Academic to Applied?

Rarely. Sometimes this can happen if a course is 

not too far underway, but may mean a full change in 

timetable.  

• Is it possible to change course types from grade 9 

to 10?

Yes, in all core courses except math from applied 

to academic. Bridge courses are a possibility in 

math.



Frequently Asked 

Questions

• Does a student have to take all the 

same course types?

No, students can select different types 

for the core courses according to their 

strengths, work habits, and learning 

style. E.g. academic English, applied 

Science



Frequently Asked Questions

• I am really nervous about going to high school. 

How can I feel better about this?

There are several opportunities to go and visit 

the high schools (parent nights, Gala, Gr. 8 visits in 

May, sporting events, Gr. 9 BBQ in August, etc.). If 

you become familiar with the building it becomes 

less intimidating. You can also talk to your 

teachers or guidance about your worries and we can 

help.



Important Dates

• Dec. 6, 6:30pm - Information Night at 

FHCI

• Jan. 18 - Magnet Program Applications 

Due

• Jan. 15, 7pm - Information Night at 

CHCI

Pick up an Important Dates Flyer!



Next Steps?
• Decide if you would like to apply for a magnet program, 

if so, find out more about the program and the 

application process

• Go to the information nights at the schools

• Beginning of February - Teachers will fill out a 

recommendation for each student on whether they 

should take academic or applied courses in grade 9. 

Students will receive a paper copy of the course 

selection form with this information and take it home 

to discuss courses

• In February we will work with students to make sure 

they have completed the online registration

• In May we will take students to visit their high school 

for next year



Questions??


