
Smithson School Council Meeting Notes 

October 21, 2020  

6:30-7:30pm 

 

Present: 

Valeria Rojas 

Karn Denkers 

Ashley Harasym 

Cindy Carter 

Jennah M  

Vicky Folliott 

Kim Davis 

Barb Kelley - Teacher Rep. 

Karen Moore - Principal 

Laura H. - New Member 

 

Minutes: 

● Introductions 

● Ashley H. and Jennah M. reviewed the council positions and bylaws. The following 

decisions were made for the 2020-2021 school year: 

○ Co-Chairs: Ashley H., Jennah M 

○ Treasurer: Kim Davis 

○ Note Taker: Cindy C. 

○ Teacher Rep.: Barb Kelly 

○ Principal: Karen Moore 

○ No Fundraising Reps required this year. 

● Principal Update from Karen Moore: 

○ The staff and students have had an excellent start to the year. Students and staff 

have handled the new protocols exceptionally well. 

■ The students were rewarded with a movie and popcorn day on October 

16. Both the staff and students enjoyed the reward day.  

■ Distance Education students were also invited to participate and watched 

virtually with Mrs. Moore. 

○ Very few students submitted to change their learning situation in the fall, resulting 

in zero classrooms needing to shift. 

■ 11 students moved to online learning 

■ 6 students move to in-class learning 

○ A few new staff were added to the school this year: 

■ Head Custodian, Kenny and Night Custodian, Erin. Both are doing 

exceptional jobs in their new roles and helped with facilitating the many 

changes and reworking of every classroom. 

■ Mrs. Mousseau moved to online teaching and is doing an excellent job. 

She is mentoring other new online teachers, Smithson is very proud of 

her and the work she is doing. 



■ Smithson added 2 (?) Distance Ed teaching staff who will oversee Cohort 

D. They are operating from within the school building. 

■ CTV and the Record will be featuring Smithson in a “Good News” story 

this month to profile how well the start of the school year has gone. (Well 

done, Smithson!) 

○ We still have plenty of Smithson Spirit Wear available. Mrs. Moore will make that 

available to parents to order through School Day.  

■ Ordering Smithson masks was considered  

 

● Teacher Update from Barb Kelly: 

○ Smithson staff is working hard to place a very positive spin on Halloween 

changes this year. They are working to make this the best year ever and will 

highlight a virtual photo parade of both in-class and online students in their 

Halloween costumes. Ms. Perston is putting this together. 

 

● WRAPSC Update from Ashley H. and Jennah M: 

○ At the start of the school year 256 Elementary classes had moved online. 

○ Fundraising is on pause for the majority of schools this year. Though some 

raised funds for school masks, Raz-books and outdoor learning pieces. 

○ There was concern over consistent outdoor time across all schools. 

○ There were questions concerning parent/care-giver communication with teaching 

staff.   

■ Smithson parents are encouraged to utilize whatever method of 

communication has been set up with each individual teacher. All are 

using either Google Classroom or SeeSaw App. 

○ John Bryant will be at the next meeting WRAPSC meeting. Feel free to submit 

questions for him to address. 

 

● Roundtable: 

○ Council thanked the Smithson staff by purchasing coffee and donuts through 

Skip the Dishes and had it delivered to the school on the first week of school. 

Thanks to everyone on council for agreeing to that initiative.  

○ Karn suggested using something like a fun Halloween Instagram filter for the kids 

on Halloween since they are unable to wear costumes this year.  

 

● Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 24, 6:30 pm.  

 

● Meeting adjourned: 7:28 pm (Ashely runs a tight ship)  


