HSP 3MI Summative Assessment

Censorship and the Internet

Introduction

David Knight was a high school student that was the target of cyber-bullying that made his life unbearable.  As he describes it “rather than just some people, say 30 in a cafeteria, hearing them all yell insults at you, it’s up there for 6 billion people to see.  And you can’t get away from it.  It doesn’t go away when you come home from school.  It made me feel even more trapped”.

Both supporters and opponents of Internet censorship agree that the anonymous, largely unregulated nature of cyberspace has made the Internet an ideal vehicle for the dissemination of materials of a controversial, sometimes criminal nature.  Hate groups, the pornography industry, and terrorist organizations have all exploited the power of the Internet; on the other hand, so have human rights advocates, political dissenters, and people determined to expose military, corporate, or government incompetence or corruption. (http://web.ebscohost.com)

Most internet companies have policies telling users not to post offensive material.  But in the end, it comes down to a question of balancing free expression with the good of society. 

What is your position? Should the internet be subject to censorship?

The Assignment

You will write a scholarly position paper of about 750 –1000 words designed to answer that question.  It is designed to spur the student to examine the role of cyber-censorship from the perspectives of anthropology, sociology and psychology.  All three areas must be addressed.  Although you may see both positive and negative aspects of the issue, you must come down on one side or the other…no fence-sitting.

Make sure you back up your assertions with good solid specific evidence. 

 (e.g. “According to a 2003 Statistics Canada study, 35% of elementary school children have accidentally accessed pornography on-line” 
 as opposed to

 “It’s too easy for children to access pornography”)
Since this is a formal research paper it should be formatted appropriately:

Introduction – give background on the issue and identify very clearly your thesis statement.  Here you should state at least three different aspects of cyber-censorship to support your hypothesis.

Body

- this is where you sell me on your thesis.  You will elaborate on the aspects identified in your introduction and provide specific evidence you have found to support your thesis.  Make sure you include sufficient detail to convince me.

Conclusion
- sum up your argument in a paragraph, harking back to your thesis statement.

You will be expected to access a minimum of three sources, beyond your text and your notes.  You must have a minimum of two sources that are not internet based.  A complete bibliography and footnotes or end-notes are expected.  Since this is a senior course, Wikipedia cannot be used as one of your sources.   Refer to the attached rubric for evaluation criteria.  Please return this rubric with your assignment.

You will be given at least two classes in the library for research and writing.

Getting started

Start your research by breaking the topic down into sub-topics, such as:

	Sub-topic
	Areas of investigation
	Discipline

	Internet and democracy
	· Charter of Rights and Freedoms in Canada

· Censorship as tool of repression in other countries (and in Canada too?)
	Anthropology, Sociology

	Internet and pornography
	· Impact of pornography on society

· Impetus to child pornography
	Sociology, Psychology

	Internet and violence
	· Hate crimes

· Cyberbullying

· Impact of internet images of violence on society

· Need for national security
	Sociology, Psychology

	Internet and control
	· Whose responsibility is it to control access?

· Who gets to decide what is appropriate?
	Sociology

	Internet and journalism
	· Impact of “amateur” “voyeuristic” journalism on our concept of reality
	Sociology, Psychlogy

	Internet and children
	· Role of parents

· Role of schools

· Role of internet service providers
	Psychology, Sociology

	Major theorists
	· What would prominent thinkers (Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Freud, etc.) have said about role of censorship
	Anthropology, Sociology and Psychology


Evaluation

This assignment will be evaluated in three stages:

a) Thesis statement
 (confirm with teacher) 


Due _________________

     ( 5%)

b)  Essay outline (typed. Include rough bibliography

Due _________________

     ( 20%)
     and footnotes)

c)  Essay final copy (typed.  Include final bibliography

Due _________________

     ( 75%)
          and footnotes)

The assignment will be marked out of 100 and will form 10% of your final mark.  Please refer to attached evaluation rubric for criteria.  Be sure to hand in the rubric with your final paper.

Late penalties will apply as per Southwood’s standard policies.

