HSP 3UI Summative Assessment

Role of Religion in Society

Introduction

In November 2006, Sir Elton John was quoted as saying that he would like to see all organized religion banned.  “Organized religion doesn’t seem to work.  It turns people into hateful lemmings and it’s not really compassionate”.

In September 2013, Quebec proposed a “Charter of Values” which confirmed the government’s “obligation to remain independent of religious authority” and will see a curtailing of “religious accommodations”.  Public sector employees , including judges, teachers and, health care personnel will be barred from wearing a hijab, turban, large visible crucifix or other “ostentatious” religious symbols while on the job. 
Not everyone sees it that way. Religious leaders in the U.K., such as the Archbishop of Canterbury and Catholic leaders, have stated “Religiously-inspired public engagement need not be sectarian, and can in fact be radically inclusive”.

What is your position? Does religion play a negative or a positive role in today’s society?  

The Assignment

You will write a scholarly position paper of about 750 –1000 words designed to answer that question.  This is not designed to question a student’s religious faith.  It is designed to spur the student to examine the role of religion from the perspectives of anthropology, sociology and psychology.  All three areas must be addressed.  Although you may see both positive and negative aspects of the issue, you must come down on one side or the other…no fence-sitting.

Make sure you back up your assertions with good solid specific evidence. 

 (e.g. “According to a 2003 Statistics Canada study, people who went to church weekly reported happier marriages than non-church goers”  
versus

 “Everyone knows religious people are happier”.)

Since this is a formal research paper it should be formatted appropriately:

Introduction – give background on the issue and identify very clearly your thesis statement.  Here you should state at least three different consequences of religion to support your hypothesis.

Body

- this is where you sell me on your thesis.  You will elaborate on the consequences identified in your introduction and provide specific evidence you have found to support your thesis.  Make sure you include sufficient detail to convince me.

Conclusion
- sum up your argument in a paragraph, harking back to your thesis statement.

You will be expected to access a minimum of three sources, beyond your text and your notes.  You must have a minimum of one source that is not internet based.  A complete bibliography and citations are expected (in MLA format citing author and page number).  Since this is a senior course, Wikipedia cannot be used as one of your sources.   Refer to the attached rubric for evaluation criteria.  Please return this rubric with your assignment.

You will be given two classes in the library for research and writing.

Getting started

Start your research by breaking the topic down into sub-topics, such as:

	Sub-topic
	Areas of investigation
	Discipline

	Religion and conflict
	· Religious differences between cultures

· Religious faiths and denominations: divisive or inclusive?

· Religion’s impact on wars
	Anthropology, Sociology

	Religion and women
	· Different religions’ views on women

· Rates of participation in religious hierarchy 
	Anthropology, Sociology

	Religion and charities
	· Historical influence of religion on the founding of charities

· Driving force behind many charities today
	Sociology, Psychology

	Religion and the individual
	· Are people of faith more or less happy than atheists

· Who is attracted to religion and why

· Role of cults and the individual

· What needs within the individual does religion fill?
	Psychology

	Religion and government
	· Relationship between religion and government, in Canada and internationally

· Theocracies; impact on their people

· Human rights in different cultures and countries
	Anthropology, Sociology

	Major theorists
	· What have prominent thinkers (Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Freud, etc.) said about role of religion
	Anthropology, Sociology and Psychology


Evaluation

This assignment will be evaluated in three stages:

a) Thesis statement
 (confirm with teacher) 


Due _________________

     ( 5%)

b)  Essay outline (typed. Include rough bibliography

Due _________________

     ( 20%)
     and footnotes)

c)  Essay final copy (typed.  Include final bibliography

Due _________________

     ( 75%)
          and footnotes)

The assignment will be marked out of 100 and will form 10% of your final mark.  Please refer to attached evaluation rubric for criteria.  Be sure to hand in the rubric with your final paper.

Late penalties will apply as per Southwood’s standard policies.

