HSP 3UI Summative Assessment

Violence in Sports

Introduction

Everyone knows everybody loves fights. They better start listening to the people who are at the game and pay the money than the twits upstairs who get in for free.”

Don Cherry

Serious sport has nothing to do with fair play. It is bound up with hatred, jealousy, boastfulness, disregard of all rules and sadistic pleasure in witnessing violence. In other words, it is war minus the shooting. ...there are quite enough real causes of trouble already, and we need not add to them by encouraging young men to kick each other on the shins amid the roars of infuriated spectators. 

George Orwell

Hockey crowds roar when the gloves come off.  Crowds stand and cheer when the benches clear at a baseball game.  UFC has been growing in popularity exponentially. 
Yet, according to many in the medical profession, sports is a health-threatening activity that should be reigned in.  Recent figures suggest that 25 per cent of National Football League players will suffer some kind of long-term disability such as dementia or Parkinson's by the age of 50. 
So where do you stand?  Is violence in sports simply part of the game that should be cherished or is it a dangerous signal to our young people that violence is an acceptable outlet for frustration?  Consider the question: Should there be tighter controls on violence in sports? 
The Assignment

You will write a scholarly position paper of about 750 –1000 words designed to answer that question.  It is designed to spur the student to examine the role of violence in sports from the perspectives of anthropology, sociology and psychology.  All three areas must be addressed.  Although you may see both positive and negative aspects of the issue, you must come down on one side or the other…no fence-sitting.

Make sure you back up your assertions with good solid specific evidence. 
e.g. In 2005, just over one-half (51%) of children in this age group, an estimated 2.0 million, regularly took part in organized sports during the 12 months prior to the survey. This proportion was down from 57% in 1992.  (Source: Statistics Canada, The Daily, June 3, 2008)
Since this is a formal research paper it should be formatted appropriately:

Introduction – give background on the issue and identify very clearly your thesis statement.  Here you should state at least three different aspects of cyber-censorship to support your hypothesis.

Body

- this is where you sell me on your thesis.  You will elaborate on the aspects identified in your introduction and provide specific evidence you have found to support your thesis.  Make sure you include sufficient detail to convince me.

Conclusion
- sum up your argument in a paragraph, harking back to your thesis statement.

You will be expected to access a minimum of three sources, beyond your text and your notes.  You must have a minimum of one source that is not internet based.  A complete bibliography and citations are expected (in MLA format citing author and page number.) Since this is a senior course, Wikipedia cannot be used as one of your sources.   Refer to the attached rubric for evaluation criteria.  Please return this rubric with your assignment.

You will be given at least two classes in the library for research and writing.

Getting started

Start your research by breaking the topic down into sub-topics, such as:

	Sub-topic
	Areas of investigation
	Discipline

	Sports and injuries
	· Long-term impacts on players
· Cost to players’ families

· Cost to health care system

· Impact on children’s growth
	Sociology, Psychology

	Sports and male mystique
	· Link between masculinity and aggression
· Violence in male vs female sports

· Hetero/homosexuality in sports
	Psychology, Anthropology, Sociology

	Different sports
	· Degree to which violence is accepted or not accepted
· Fan reaction to violence

· Sports associated with different countries….viewpoints
	Anthropology, Sociology

	Impact on youth
	· Impact of coaches, parents
· Role-modeling 
	Psychology

	Sports and drugs
	· Pressure to perform
· Necessary vs unnecessary risks
	Psychology

	Sports and media
	· What sells
· What is responsible journalism

· Type of media involved

· Media personalities’ impact
	Psychology, Sociology

	Team roles
	· Defensive vs offensive
· Player status
	Sociology, Psychology

	Legal Issues
	· What are offenses

· Appropriate penalties

· Different leagues (minors, pros)

· Approaches in different countries


	Sociology, Anthropology


Evaluation

This assignment will be evaluated in three stages:

a) Thesis statement
 (confirm with teacher) 


Due _________________

     ( 5%)

b)  Essay outline (typed. Include rough bibliography

Due _________________

     ( 20%)
     and footnotes)

c)  Essay final copy (typed.  Include final bibliography

Due _________________

     ( 75%)
          and footnotes)

The assignment will be marked out of 100 and will form 10% of your final mark.  Please refer to attached evaluation rubric for criteria.  Be sure to hand in the rubric with your final paper.

Late penalties will apply as per Southwood’s standard policies.

