
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. . . From the Principal 
 

Dear Parents / Guardians: 

Over the past two and a half months, our students have had wonderful success both in the extra-curricular programs at Southwood and in the classroom. 
We began the school year with a grade 9 BBQ in August and continued to support the grade 9’s in their transition to high school with events throughout the 
first few weeks of school. As you walk through the halls and classrooms of Southwood you can see wonderful student art work hung on the walls, a large 
student mural being created in the sports hall, a new fashion room being created, vocal and instrumental music filling the hallways, our technology shops 
turning out great projects, and students working very hard on their academics. Our Sears Drama try-outs occurred in September and the Sears Drama 
students continue to prepare for performances later in the school year. Our music program is in full swing and we look forward to the Holiday Concert on 
December 10th, 2014. Universities and colleges have been visiting Southwood throughout the first semester to expose our graduating students to a variety 
of post-secondary options.  

On Thursday October 2nd we held the Southwood Honours Assembly to celebrate 2013-2014 student academic achievements. We recognized 28 students 
for the Elements of Excellence awards, our French exchange students, and 181 students for achieving an average of 80% or more. We continued our 
celebration of student achievement with the 2013-2014 Commencement, which was held at the Dunfield Theatre on October 24th. We recognized 195 
Southwood graduates and had a very enjoyable evening.     

Southwood Sabres have experienced significant athletic achievements this semester. Our field hockey team made it to the WCSSAA semi-finals as well as 
an appearance in the CWOSSA tournament. Our boys’ varsity volleyball team made it to the quarter final qualifiers in WCSSAA play and will compete at the 
AA CWOSSA tournament. Our cross-country athletes all improved their personal bests and several runners did well at CWOSSA. Our tennis team saw our 
senior girls’ doubles team make it to the quarter finals and an individual showing in the girls’ singles quarter finals. The girls’ varsity basketball team moved 
into WCSSAA play-offs and our boys’ varsity football team finished the season undefeated. Southwood has the smallest student population for Waterloo 
Region high schools, and yet our students are out performing much larger schools. Well done! 

On October 9th students brought home their interim reports which provided an early anecdotal academic update. Students will be bringing home on 
November 19th the mid-term report card which is a formal provincial report card. We have included a pamphlet with the report card to highlight important 
information areas on the provincial report card. Aside from the 30 credits required to graduate, students are required to complete 40 hours of community 
service and pass the grade 10 Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT). It is important for students to reflect on the number of community service 
hours they have completed and how they plan on achieving the required 40 hours of community service.  The grade 10 Ontario Secondary School Literacy 
Test will be written Thursday March 26th, 2015.  

In May 2010, the Ministry of Education published a policy document titled Growing Success- Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting in Ontario Schools. 
There is now a greater emphasis on the Learning Skills and Work Habits section of the provincial report card. I would encourage you to review the Learning 
Skills section and comments in concert with the mid-term report card grade to shed light on how your child is progressing in each course.  

Achievement below 50% will be shown differently depending on the grade level of the course. For grade 9 and 10 courses, you may see an “I” (Incomplete) 
or 45%. An “I” is used in place of a mark to indicate that major essential learning for the course is missing. Your child will need to demonstrate evidence of 
all essential learning to his or her teacher to be successful in the course. For grade 11 and 12 courses, students achieving below 50% will receive a grade 
between 35-45%.  A grade 11 or 12 student may receive a “0” if they have not provided any evidence of learning, or if there is a unique circumstance, such 
as just starting a course and there is no evidence of learning. Please review your child’s mid-term report card carefully and call the classroom teacher if you 
have any questions at 519-621-5920.  

We continue our attempts to improve communication with parents, guardians, and students. We typically use the school website (sss.wrdsb.ca), our outdoor 
school sign, our automated phone system, newsletters, report cards, parents’ nights, and emails to get information to parents and guardians. Parents, 
guardians, and students may subscribe to receive school website updates by entering their email addresses on our school’s main web page. You may opt 
out at any time from the website update service. We also encourage parents to join the Southwood School Council as a way to learn more about the 
Southwood school community and share ideas. Our remaining meeting dates are listed below: 

 January 14th, 2015 

 March 11th, 2015 
 May 13th, 2015 

Thank you for your continued support, 

 Mr. Hugh Lambert 
 Principal 
 

. . . From the Classroom
From Co-operative Education 
 

Our students have successfully completed the 
pre-employment phase of the Co-op / OYAP 
course.   

Through this process, each has secured a 
placement with an employer in a field related to 
their in-school studies, interests, and future 
plans.  

Early reports from students and supervisors 
have been very positive.  We anticipate hearing 
about the many great experiences and 
opportunities that await our students while 
working at these placements.  

This semester Emily VanGeutselaar will 
complete her third two credit co-op course in the 
area of food preparation and baking.  For her 

final chapter in Southwood’s co-op program, she is working as a baker at 
Langdon Hall. Congratulations Emily. 

We gratefully acknowledge this semester's employer partners who make 
co-operative education possible: 

Cambridge Toyota,  Cambridge Auto Repair Centre,  Hilton Garden Inn,  
Tait Street Public School,  St. Andrew’s Public School (2 co-op 
students),  Highland Public School (2 co-op students), Premier 
Equipment –Ayr,  BoltonSmith Inc., Ayr Animal Hospital,  Jiffy Lube 
Cambridge,  Cambridge Family Early Years Centre,  Pepsico Foods 
Canada,   Langdon Hall,   Greulich Auto Repair.   

Thank You 
 

Pictured above: Andrew Centeno 

Co-operative Education (Cont’d) 
If you are interested in providing a training opportunity 
for our students in the future, please contact the Co-
operative Education office at  
519 621-5920 ext. 441 

Pictured right: Molly Hrycay 

From Counselling 
The Guidance department has been very busy 
supporting Southwood students. Counsellors have 
been meeting one on one with Grade 9 students, 
orienting them to high school and discussing their IPPs (Individual 
Pathways Plan). As for the senior students, counsellors have been 
assisting them as they prepare to pursue their pathway of choice: 
apprenticeship, college, university, and workplace. Please feel free to 
contact the Guidance department regarding any aspect of your child's 
progress.  
We are here to help. 

If your son or daughter has yet to complete his or her community service 
hours, please direct him/her to the bulletin board outside the main office 
or to the Guidance counsellor. 

Upcoming important dates: 

Early November - Distribution of PIN numbers in senior classes for use 
in university and college applications 
Friday, December 12 - Deadline for university and college applications 
Wednesday, December 3 - Grade 8 Parents' Night beginning at 
7:00 p.m. 
January 13 & 14 - Collection of Community Service Hours 
Mid February - Course selection process for the 2015/2016 year 
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From Family Studies 
The Grade 9 and 10 Foods class is getting to know the basics in the 
kitchen and learning about food and kitchen safety.  

The Grade 11 Hospitality class has been 
busy preparing foods for upcoming 
events at the school; recently the 
students prepared baked goods for the 
reception at commencement.  Miranda 
Galvao, Cassadi Gartland and Nicole 
Sinke displayed their creative skills 
decorating the cake for the graduating 
class of 2014.     

The Grade 12 Nutrition and Health class 
is currently studying digestion and learning about digestive health.  We will 
soon begin the unit on lifecycle nutrition, where students will research 
different dietary needs for various stages of the lifecycle.  We will be going 
on a special Halloween themed field trip to Brantwood farms to learn about 
farming processes and tasting some local produce.  Students taking foods 
classes are encouraged to participate in this year’s culinary and baking 
competition in March. Lastly, the fashion room is buzzing with creativity and 
enthusiasm.  Students have completed their first sewing project which 
consisted of a custom pillowcase for the Grade 11’s and an item of choice 
for the Grade 12’s.  The Grade 11's are currently working on garment 
construction basics and are sewing a pair of flannel pajama pants.  The 
Grade 12's are learning about fashion designers and working on their 
advanced garment construction techniques.   

From Geography 
September Canoe Trip: 

This past September, Mr. Bracey, Mr. Giesler and Mrs. Deacon led 20 SVN 
3MI and CGR 4MI Environmental Science and SHSM students on the 
yearly 5 day, 4  night autumn canoeing and camping trip into Algonquin 
Park.  Trip participants enjoyed some of the best weather of the year while 
completing a character building trip of paddling, portaging and learning 
outdoor skills.  

Winter is Coming: 

All Specialist High Skills Major- Environment students are invited to pick up 
an application form from Mr. Bracey for the annual Algonquin winter trip.  
Students will be staying at Northern Edge Algonquin and will participate in 
a variety of outdoor activities such as cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, 
hiking, outdoor shelter building and learning about other winter and 
ecological skills. The trip is scheduled to run from February 25-28, 2015. 

Interested in learning about the Environment and Nature? 

If you have an interest in nature, the outdoors and Environmental Science, 
see Mr. Bracey about joining the SHSM (Specialist High Skills Major) 
Environment Program.  The program begins in grade 11 and provides 
numerous opportunities for students to explore the outdoors and nature 
through exploration and experiential learning and to prepare for post-
secondary opportunities and careers in the environment field. 
 

From Languages 
On November 6, Mrs. Smith's Grade 12 French class and Grade 9 Applied 
French classes and Mr. Martin's Grade 9 Academic French classes went 
on an excursion to Elora. This trip included a French movie at the Elora 
Gorge Cinema and a meal at Café Crêperie. At the café the students had 
a choice of sweet (nutella, strawberry, banana), or savoury (ham, chicken, 
vegetarian) crepes, as well as a drink and dessert. Bon appétit! 

Planning is underway for the 2015-2016 Student Exchange Program. Any 
student who missed the meeting on November 18 should contact Mrs. 
Deacon, Mr. Martin or Mrs. Smith if interested in either a 2-month summer 
exchange, or the three-month exchange during the school year. All 
applications must be submitted before the Christmas holidays.  

We recently said good-bye to our two exchange students from France - 
Marie-Lou Haran and François Biron. Au revoir et bonne chance! In 
second semester their Canadian partners, Madison Mountford and 
Jacklyn Fischer, will join them in France. 

From Science 
Mrs. Deacon’s Biology class 
participated in fetal pig and heart-lung 
dissections last month.  The “plucks” 
were generously donated by a local 
abattoir.   

In November, the students will have the 
opportunity to learn techniques in 
interpreting and analyzing a DNA 
fingerprint gel to solve a “crime”.   

Let’s Talk Science, a science outreach program from the University of 
Waterloo, will be coming to our classroom to conduct this lab with the 
students.   

This will be an excellent opportunity for the 
students to put their classroom skills to 
work by conducting and observing their 
own hands-on DNA experiment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

. . . From the Field 

Southwood Athletics 

We have had a great fall in the athletics department here at Southwood. 
Despite being the smallest school in the board, we have had great success. All 
of our teams qualified for the playoffs and have represented Southwood with 
class and pride. We don`t just have great teams at Southwood, our intramural 
program has just started up with nearly one hundred students in the gym every 
lunch hour having fun and staying active. Finally, our weight room is always full 
with hard working students at lunch and after school, working hard to stay 
healthy and fit.  
As we get ready for the winter season, with new teams, new intramural 
activities and continued fitness in our weight room, we encourage all of our 
students who are participating in these athletic activities to continue to do so. 
For those students who are still sitting on the sidelines, we invite you to come 
enjoy the fun. Everyone is welcome! 

  

Collection of Community 
Service Hours 

Tues. Jan. 13th & Wed. Jan. 14th 
*40 hours are a diploma requirement* 

 

. . . To the Future 
 

Dec. 3 ......................................... Grade 8 Parents’ Night (7:00 p.m.) 

Dec. 10 ......................... Holiday Concert (7:00 p.m. in Double Gym) 

Dec. 19 ................................................................. Holiday Assembly 

Dec. 22 – Jan. 2 .............................................. Christmas Holidays 

Jan. 8 - 23 ........................ Semester 1 - Grade 9 Math Assessment 

Jan. 13 & 14  .................... Collection of Community Service Hours 

Jan. 14 ...................................... School Council meeting (7:00 p.m.) 

Jan. 23 – 29 .......................................... Examinations - Semester 1 

Jan. 30 .......................................................... P.A. Day – No Classes 
Feb. 2 .................................................. Semester 2 CLASSES begin 

Feb. 11 ...................................................... Semester 1 Final Reports 

Feb. 12 ......................................................... Team / Club Photo Day 

Feb. 16 ............................................................... Family Day Holiday 

March 11 ........................................... Interim Reports – Semester 2 

March 11 .................................. School Council meeting (7:00 p.m.) 

March 16 – 20 ............................................................ March Break 

March 25 ...................................... Parents’ Night (5:00 – 7:00 p.m.) 

March 26 .................. Grade 10 Literacy Testing (special schedule) 

April 3 – 6  ............................................................... Easter Holidays 

April 17 ........................................................ P.A. Day – No Classes 

April 23 ......................................... Mid-Term Reports – Semester 2 

April 30 ....................................................... Club / Team Photo Day 

May 13 ....................................... School Council meeting (7:00 p.m.) 

May 18 .............................................................. Victoria Day Holiday 

May 28 – June 12 .......... Semester 2 - Grade 9 Math Assessment 

June 15 ............................................................. Year End Assembly 

June 18 – 24 ........................................ Examinations – Semester 2 

June 25 & 26 .............................................. P.A. Day – No Classes 

July 8 – 9  ................................. Semester 2 Report Cards available 

Check out Southwood’s online school calendar for up-to-date events
 


