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Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section VII  Question #6 

 
Q6: Explain how Burd’s project demonstrates the work of a scientist. Use details from the selection and your 
own ideas to support your answer. 

Code Descriptor 
Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided 

 
Illegible* response is illegible 

 
An illegible response cannot be read.  
 
A comment on the task (e.g., I don’t know.). 
 

Off topic/ 
Incorrect* 

response is off-topic, irrelevant or incorrect  
 
A typical off-topic response has no connection to the selection or the question. 
 
A typical irrelevant response comments on the selection or topic (e.g., I’ve taken a science class) 
or only restates the question (e.g., The project demonstrates the work of a scientist) with no 
support. 
 
A typical incorrect response provides an answer based on a misunderstanding of the question 
AND/OR the ideas in the selection. 
 

Code 10 • response indicates minimal reading comprehension 
• response provides minimal or irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection 
 
The response provides an example of Burd’s actions with no link to the work of a scientist. 

OR 
The response provides an example of the work of a scientist (e.g., research, test) supported with   
• no details from the selection (e.g., only own ideas). 

OR 
• irrelevant details from the selection (e.g., retelling of events). 

 
Code 20 • response indicates some reading comprehension 

• response provides vague ideas and information from the reading selection; it may include 
irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection 

 
The response provides vague support from the selection to explain an example of how Burd/ 
Burd’s project demonstrates the work of a scientist. 
 
The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the work of a scientist 
and supporting detail(s). 
 

Code 30 • response indicates considerable reading comprehension 
• response provides accurate, specific and relevant ideas and information from the reading 
selection 
 
The response uses specific and relevant support from the selection to explain clearly an example 
of how Burd/Burd’s project demonstrates the work of a scientist.  
 

  



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section VII  Question #6 

 
 

10 
 
 
 

 
 
Annotation: 
 
The response provides an example of the work of a scientist while retelling the events in the 
selection (e.g., noticed a problem, figure out a solution, did research).There are no details from 
the selection used to support the response.  
 
 

 
 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section VII  Question #6 

 
 

20 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annotation: 
 
The response identifies an example of how Burd/Burd’s project demonstrates the work of a 
scientist (collect samples) and supports it with details from the selection (went to the landfill). The 
reader must make the connection between the detail and the work of a scientist. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section VII  Question #6 

 
 

30 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annotation: 
 
The response identifies an example of how Burd/Burd’s project demonstrates the work of a 
scientist (discovered and isolated) and clearly explains it with specific and relevant support from 
the selection (micro-organism that is responsible for breaking down Plastic bags). 
 

 
 



Code 

Blank 

Illegible 

Off topic 

Code 10 

Code 20 

Code30 

Code 40 

Code 50 

Code60 

Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topient 

Descriptor 

The page is blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided. 

The response is illegible or irrelevant to the prompt. 

The response is off topic. 

The response is related to headline and/or photo but is not a news report. 

OR 

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo. It identifies an event, 
but provides no supporting details, or provides details that are unrelated to the event. There 
is no evidence of organization. 

The response is related to headline and/or photo but only partly in the form of a news 
report. 

OR 

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo, but the focus on an 
event is unclear or inconsistent. There are insufficient supporting details: too few or 
repetitious. There is limited evidence of organization. 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear focus on an 
event. There are insufficient and/or vague supporting details or the connection of the details 
to the event is not always clear. There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract from 
the overall communication. 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent 
focus on an event. There are sufficient supporting details, however, only some are specific. 
The organization is mechanical and any lapses do not distract from the overall 
communication. 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent 
focus on an event. There are sufficient specific supporting details to develop the news 
report. The organization is logical. 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent 
focus on an event. There are sufficient specific supporting details, which are thoughtfully 
chosen to develop the news report. The organization is coherent demonstrating a thoughtful 
progression of ideas. 
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Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section X  Question 7 

 
Q7: State a main idea of this selection and provide one specific detail from the selection that supports it. 
 

Code Descriptor 
 

Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided 
 

Illegible* response is illegible 
 
An illegible response cannot be read.  
The response comments on the task (e.g., I don’t know how to answer this.). 
 

Off topic/ 
Incorrect* 

 

response is off-topic, irrelevant or incorrect  
 
A typical off-topic response has no connection to the selection or the question. 
 
A typical incorrect response provides an answer based on a misunderstanding of the question AND/OR 
the ideas in the selection. 
 

Code 10 • response indicates minimal reading comprehension 
• response provides minimal or irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection 
 
The response provides 
• only a main idea from the selection 
OR 
• only one or more details from the selection 
OR 
• a main idea with one or more irrelevant details from the selection.                                                        
 

Code 20 • response indicates some reading comprehension 
• response provides vague ideas and information from the reading selection; it may include 

irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection 
 
The response provides  
• a correct main idea and one or more vague details from the selection to support it. 
OR 
• a vague main idea and one or more specific or vague details from the selection to support it. 
 
The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the main idea and supporting 
detail(s). 
 

Code 30 • response indicates considerable reading comprehension 
• response provides accurate, specific and relevant ideas and information from the reading 

selection 
 
The response provides a correct main idea and one or more specific and relevant details from the 
selection to support it. 
 

 

rousem
Typewritten Text



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section  Question 7 

 
 

 

10 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Annotation: 
 
The response provides only a correct main idea from the selection (naming hurricanes 
has become a challenge). The last sentence restates the main idea.  
 
 

 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section X  Question 7 

 
 

20 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Annotation: 
 
The response provides a correct main idea (Hurricanes are named different things over 
time) with vague detail (they have to give a different name to it). The reader needs to 
make the connection between the main idea and the details. The last sentence contains 
inaccurate information (have to use all the letters of the alphabet). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section X  Question 7 

 
 

30 

 
Annotation: 
 
The response provides a correct main idea (Naming Atlantic Basin hurricanes have 
varied over time) with specific and relevant details (On September 13, 1876, (the day of 
San Felipe), …50 years later) to support it. 
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